Breaking News English : New Machine Sucks CO2 from the Air (30/11/09)

BEFORE LISTENING :

WHAT CAN I DO?: What can you do to reduce your carbon footprint? Talk about these things with the group.

    * what I can do right now

    * what I can do at home

    * what I can do with my family

    * what I can do about transport 

    * what I can do about my government

    * what I can do in stores

TRUE / FALSE: Read the headline. Guess if  a-h  below are true (T) or false (F).

1. Engineers have found the solution to global warming.

2. A new machine can extract CO2 from the air and make it disappear.

3. The name of the machine is very easy to remember.

4. Using the machine may be better than storing CO2 underground.

5. The technology is still up to two decades away from everyday use.

6. Only a smaller version of the machine is in use today.

7. Fuel produced by the machine will replace petrol.

8. Fuel produced by the machine will create further pollution

LISTENING : 

Listen and check your answers. Then listen again and fill in the gaps.

Engineers at a U.S. laboratory may have discovered ___________________ problem of global warming. They have made a machine that can suck carbon dioxide from the air ___________________ liquid fuel. Researchers at the Sandia National Labs believe their creation can provide a sustainable form of renewable energy. _____________________ something from science fiction. In fact, the name ___________________ the most difficult thing to understand. It is the Counter-Rotating-Ring Receiver Reactor Recuperator, ___________________. Lead developer Rich Diver is excited about his project. He said sucking CO2 from the environment could be an alternative to carbon sequestration. This ___________________ CO2 deep underground.

Sandia calls the ___________________ by CR5 “Sunshine to Petrol”. The researchers say their invention is still 15 to 20 years away from ___________________. It is currently just a prototype – a small model of the real thing. A Sandia spokeswoman said it “___________________ of being able to reduce carbon dioxide emissions”. She added it would allow us “to keep using fuels ___________________”. It is possible that by 2030, cars and airplanes ___________________ converted fuel. It will produce fuels such as methanol and gasoline. It will be interesting to see if this machine can actually lower our carbon footprint. Yes, it reduces carbon dioxide in the atmosphere, but ___________________ causes pollution when it burns.

AFTER LISTENING :

SYNONYM MATCH: Match the following synonyms from the article.

1. discovered




a. give

2. convert




b. comprehend

3. provide




c. complete

4. understand




d. operate

5. alternative




e. reduce

6. process




f. change

7. full





g. technique

8. run





h. substitute

9. lower




i. creates

10. causes




j. found

TEST YOURSELF – with a partner, try to recall how these words were used in the text.

· answer

· convert

· provide

· name

· project

· method 

· carried

· still

· promise

· love

· run

· burns

CO2 DISCUSSION – ask and answer these questions with a partner.

STUDENT A’s QUESTIONS 

a) What did you think when you read the headline?

b) What springs to mind when you hear the term ‘carbon dioxide’?

c) Do you think the CR5 machine will save the planet?

d) Do you think anything will ever help the planet?

e) Do you think science fiction always comes true?

f) What do you think of the name of the new machine? Do you know what the words mean?

g) How worried are you about global warming?

STUDENT B’s QUESTIONS 

a) How does CO2 damage the Earth?

b) What do you think of the “Sunshine to Petrol” slogan?

c) Are you interested in following this story over the next 20 years?

d) This machine produces gasoline. Is this really an answer to our problems?

e) What do you think about your carbon footprint?

f) Do you think governments should invest money in CR5?

g) What is your government doing to help the environment?

