ING2 					GLOBALIZATION 
Questions for: DS (essay written in class, week of 25/02) and presentation (weeks of 18/03+25/03)
Essay: at least 2 pages of your own words to be written in class – you have to bring your computer, you can use internet, spellchecker, etc. – which means the quality of your work has to be excellent. 
Presentation: 10-15 minutes answering (again in your own words) a different question. 

 Discuss or debate the questions below. Remember to support your answers!

 
*  Would you support a one-world government? Why/not? 
* Would you support the idea of a European president? Why/not? 
* Would you support English as the official language of Earth? Why/not? 
* Will humankind be better off because of globalization? If yes, how so? What negatives might result? 
* How does globalization affect the different cultures of the world? Why do you think so? 
* How will globalization affect different cultures of the world in the future? Please explain. 
* How will globalization affect your country in 25 years? 50 years? 100 years? Please explain. 
* What will happen to the tribes in Africa and the Amazon, as well as other indigenous people around the world, in the next 25 year? 50 years? 100 years? Why? 
* Some people say that the world is getting smaller and smaller. What do you think this actually suggests, and is it true? Why/not?
* What would happen if the world had one government, one language, and one culture? 
* How will globalization affect business and economics in the future? Please explain. 
* With initiatives such as the Schengen Agreement in Europe, allowing free movement between certain countries, what has that achieved in the countries taking part, in terms of employment (levels and opportunities), ‘brain drain’, research opportunities, GDP and standard of living etc.? Has it had an effect on any neighboring countries not taking part in the agreement? 
* Does globalization necessitate free trade? Are there any other viable alternatives? Elaborate on and explain your answer.
* What are the pros / cons of returning to a smaller, more local scale? Is it even possible now, at the stage we have reached? What would need to be taken into account?
* (How) can countries and cities keep a ‘sense of place’, a sense of real, specific identity, to mark one place as being different from the next? Is this something to be promoted or avoided? What needs to be taken into account?
* Do you agree with the phrase “globalization will bring prosperity to countries in decline”? Elaborate on and explain your answer.
* What role did globalization and free trade play in the recent (and ongoing) economic crisis?
* One of the theories behind globalization is that, although not everyone will benefit from it, those that do will benefit enough to be able to help out (compensate) those that don’t. Do you agree with this? Is that what’s happening at the moment? 
