Phrasal verbs 1

Phrasal verbs are very common in English, and should be learnt like any other item of
English vocabulary. They may appear at any stage in the TOEIC®. The exercises on the next
3 pages give you practice in some of the most common and useful phrasal verbs.

Complete the sentences below with a phrasal verb comprising a verb and one or two
particles from the box. The meaning of the phrasal verb is explained in parentheses at the
end of each sentence. In some cases, you will need to change the form of the verb (eg, to
past simple, present continuous, third-person 's', etc.). In each sentence, the phrasal verb
has one more letter than the previous sentence (ie, the phrasal verb in number 1 has 4
letters, in number 2 it has 5 letters, in number 3 it has 6 letters, etc.). :
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1. Prices are expected to _ by 20% next year. (to rise / increase) .

s

2. Unless we reduce the amount of energy we use, we'll _ getting a hﬁge pill at the Aefnd of

the next quarter. (to finishin a certain situation without wanting 'or intending to) ,
!

3. We were in the middle of negotiations on the phone when we were suddenly L (to
have a phone call stonnad before it is finished) ¢ !
4. When you r- __the applicatibn form, don't forget to include a daytime telephone number.
(to write information in the empty spaces on an official document)
5. Unless we act soon, we'll r ~_ optiorls. (to have nothing left) «
o = 7
6. When the chairman heard about the deal, he a "(t0 Qs 11Ut 1O 0O something)
~ c, = s 6‘,: - "() ‘
7. If the country decides to __J customs inspections ui yoods from Canada, it may lead to
the market being flooded with surplus goods. (to get rid of something / remove something)
- i
8. The company was § J alotof very difficult questions regard.igg/its operating methods.
(to make somebody or Lomethina experience something unpleasant)
. . - - “
9. We had to™ tham 'the importance of keeping a proper filing gystem. (to make
someone understand — usually with difficulty - something important) U«
. C ' 2. ~
10. A lot of companies complain that they ofte unnecessary bureaucracy and red tape
when dealing with foreign companies. (to Zv;ve to deal with something difficult, often without
expecting it) \ L B
. v /. -
11. The economic recession ahmost destroyed a lot of smaller businesses, but thanks to government
funding, many are now . (to recover) )
12. After looking carefully at the potential advantages and disadvantages of a merger, the_diréctors
eventually it [t A enmathine s hous o Innmnd ,-Jq)l \
13. We are very much uoing business with you. (fo be happy about something that will

happen in the future) '
\
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For reference see Easier English Intermediate Dictionary (0-7475-6989-4).




| Phrasal verbs. 2

Complete the phrasal verbs in bold below with appropriate particles (in, out, up, etc.). In
each sentence, the particles you need are the same. Each of the phrasal verbs in number

10 needs 2 particles -

1. We are counting . _,ou for your support, and we are also relying . _youto keep us
informed of the latest developments, otherwise we are not sure we will be abletogo .~

working with you.

\

2. At the meeting, the manager poig/‘ted y . -atafter he had yvorked _* __he overall cost of

the project, he had figured __g -+ we wouid need topull_*  of the deal.
PP S A -

3. While attempting toset ~~ _its Miami department and build _; ~ _its customer base in the
area, the company ran _  debts of almost $20 million.

4. Global Travel Ltd cannot afford fo put _, “the issue of redundancy any longer: the internat{ional
economic recession hasset _ .. 2 series"o'f_ problems, and the travel industry has come . . .
particularly badly. [ =

5. Before AVC Motors took the running of Varsie's Autos, it went its nist of assets very
carefully, but it failed to look . the business premises. na st

| ¢ o '

6. When management-union talks broke __. and the production lines had to be shut ‘ asa
resglt, the people who had worked so hard to make the negotiations a success felt they had been
badly let <€

Ay
: A

7. During the upion dispute, the management said that they would rather hand iheir notice
than give _  _to union demands, but in the end they decided to call _!  an independent
arbitrator to deal with the unrest.

~ 7 = -

8. If enough people show _iLp at tomorrow's meeting, | would like to bringt ~ _ the subject of
pay increases: business has picked.  2lot recently, and | think it is only Tair that our staff our
rewarded. '

9. The company ran " some unexpected financial difficulties, and when the accounts
department looked . " " the problem carefully, they discovered that a computer hacker had
broken their files and stolen almost $2 million.

10. In order to catch{  _ " our competitors and keep . " market developments, we
will need to put _ h increased production costs.

Now try using the phrasal verbs above in some of your own sentences.

Make sure you use the phrasal verb in its correct form, paying particular attention to the
tense of your sentence (for example, present continuous, past simple, present perfect, etc.).

Don't forget to keep a written record of any new phrasal verbs you learn, and try to review
and use them regularly so that they become an active part of your vocabulary.

_ For reference see Easier English Intermediate Dictionary (0-7475-6989-4).
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