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Facts and figures

There are 4,000 institutions of higher education in the United States, with a total
enrollment of l5million students in colleges, universities, specialized schools or
institures such as the MIT (Massachusetts lnstitute of Technology) or CalTech
(Cal ifornia I nstitute of Technology).

Theyvary in size from some 3,000 to 60,000 students. They also vary in their organization.
For inscance the University of California has eight campuses, including UCLA (University

of California in Los Angeles) while Harvard only has one (in Boscon).

40% of the universicies are public, bur the most pretsigious institutions are private.
Thus the lvy league is a group of eight old and famous universities and colleges ofthe
Eastern seaboard: Harvard, Yale, Princeton, Columbia, Dartmouth, Brown, Cornell
and the University of Penssylvania.

The cycle leading to a Bachelor's degree lasts fouryears. Students can then move and
enrol in graduate studies (to get a Master's degree) and postgraduate studies (to get
a Doctor's degree or Ph.D.). Community colleges provide a two-year training, afcer
which students can transfer to a university to get a Bachelors' degree. ln 2010,36%
of enrolled students graduated in four years but it took six years to 57% of them.

Average cost varies greatly depending on states and universities, whether public or
private. Four years of study - books, boarding and tuition fees included - represent an

average of $ '111,868 for public universities and $ 161,904for private ones(collegeboard.

com 2010 figures). To pay for college most students take a job, get a loan (65% ofthem)
or benefit from a scholarship.

"A student loan debt is like a ball and chain thatyou can dragto the grave, you can
u nhook it when they lay you in the coffin," said W. Brewer, president of the Association
of Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys.

Data from the Federal Reserve Bank of NewYork indicate that:

Americans aged 60 and over collectively owe $36 billion in student loans.

5% ofthe $ 85 billion delinquent student loans in the US is owed by borrowers aged

60 and over and another 12%is the responsibility of Americans aged 50 to 59.

some seniors are burdened with debts related to higher-education degrees taken
later in life, or because they co-signed for their children's or grandchildren's loans.
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Words you might need

sr{russ*io*l : l'enseignement
Jrrg&er" education : l'enseignement

su p6rieur
vorreficmal t ra i ni e,tg : l'e n seign em ent

professionnel
sr$d,rs€ry se$lcpcif fSSj : l'6cole maternelle
&dttds{$err"$e,* fd.J5} : le jardin d'enfants
pminary s*Jr**d fSS] : l'6cole primaire
*J*rmemfcryr scir**f {t l5} : l'6co|e primaire
sees*#*ry ed*rcex$sx fSSj : le secondaire
&ignr sr$t**f {{.f,$J : l'enseignement secondaire
c c*wrpretrr*nsive ffiSj : un lyc6e polyvalent
s $tr{3}rryrrc}rsc&o*f fGS} : un lycde classique
ja*ri*r dtrg&-srSs*f {U5, grds X-$J : le colldge
se*ror Srg&-ssdrootr f#S, grds f$,,f3,l : le lyc6e

a pl+&fir sc$r*si fU"SJ : une 6cole publique
ar p*a&dJe sc&e*f {SS} : une 6cole priv6e
# prsp ssf*csf {#"5} : une 6cole priv6e
a ba*rding^sekooi (CB) : un inrernat
e d*gree : un dipl6me universitaire

** dfpfoc+t*a : un dipl6me professionnel
fi.si#** fees : les frais de scolarit6
cgrxrtl*r sr$*Jcrsjlip : une bourse
*r r*ff*ge : une facult6
r*iversity : l' Un iversit6
ferw s*fipsC: la facult6 de droit
ll**djs*J se**sJ : la facultd de mddecine
cr$ i$sfd$afe : un institut sp6cialisd
ro-ed*c*fionaf : mixte
afi *cademic: un universitaire
s Srs&s$sr : un professeur d'universit6
*&e $**rJty : les professeurs (de l'universir6)
f&e d*erlr : le doyen
* $es*erc,ax fUSrl : un 6tudiant de 1.e ann6e
ds $$S&srr?sre {{JS} : un 6rudiant de 2" ann6e
s3e*xd**'flJSJ : un 6tudiant de 3" ann6e
*r se*r'rrr fl#$j : un 6rudiant de 4" ann6e
fs *ircp sr*f : abandonner ses 6tudes
er drop ***f : quelqu'un qui a abandonn6
*r dor"$c f{JS} : une r6sidence universitaire
s $*re*rdqr {#SJ : un club d'6tudiants

j.i,:Jl r:rr"r i r,r,r.r r'l : : I e tr AV Ail S C Ol air e

tl peried {SS} : une heure de cours
s cj*ss f{-JSJ : une heure de cours
er sJsss-r"osrpr : une salle de classe
ergrerde {{"IS} : une classe: un niveau
e* $r"*r $JSj : une classe = une section
c si*ss fU$ : une classe : une section
s&e cxyys"*:xiedm : le programme d'6tudes
f&* syfd*&t,*s : le programme annuel
t&e iirne**&tre {SS} : l'emploi du temps
*&e sc&e*dtrfe {iJSj : l'emploi du temps
exfrs-*crricddiesr scfirif ies : I e s ac t i v i t6 s

extra- scolaires
PT (physicat training) : l'6ducation

physique
knowledge: le savoir
discipline : la discipline
a subje$: une matiere, une discipline
the break: la rdcr6ation
homework: les devoirs et les legons
the headmaster {CB): le directeur
the headmistress (QB) : la directrice
the principal{US) : le direcreur,

la directrice
to teach, t*aght, taaght: enseigner
a pupil (GB), a stude*t (USJ : un 6lEve

a student {CB 6 USJ : un(e) 6tudiant(e)
a teacher: un ensegnant (primaire/

secondaire)
the staff(GB); les enseignants
d textbook: un manuel scolaire
a m*nual, a handbook r une notice

d'utilisation
the 3 R's {Reading w&iting, Reckoxing) :

les connaissances de base
li*erate: qui sait lire et 6crire
literaty: le fait de savoir lire et 6crire
literature {un seul T !) : la litt6rature
a mark: une note
illiterote: illettr6
illiteracy : l'i I lettrisme
nurnerste: qui sait compter
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t urn€racy: le fait de savoir compter
a schaal retord : un relev6 de notes
ta skip cl*sses/to play trudnt: s6cher
learned : 6rudit
a scholar: un 6rudit
to sit for/take dn cx{rrrr: passer un examen
to pass an exafi: r6ussir un examen
to succeed: rdussir
,rrscess : la r6ussite
to fail :6chouer

faiiure : l'6chec
fo d.$sess : dvaluer
afi ds$essrnsrrf : une dvaluation
fle 6CSE {Ceneral Secondary Education

Exr,m) fCBJ : le BEPC

A levels {Advanrcd CCSE levels) (GB) :

le bac
S.Af (Sclrolcstic Assessment Test) (US) :

le certificat d'aptitude aux 6tudes
sup6rieures

to graduate: avoir obtenu son dipl6me
a graduate: un dipl6m6
grad uation/com men ce m e nt ( U S) :

la c6r6monie de remise des dipl6mes
a tarm {CB): un trimestre
a semester fUS) : un semestre (de 3 mois)
the holidays fCBJ : les vacances

the vacatian (US) : les vacances

to be on holiday (GB) :6tre en vacances
to be on vncation (USl : 6tre en vacances
art : les arts plastiques
arfs : les lettres (et sciences humaines)

a bachelor's degree: une licence
a ,naster's degree: une maitrise
a BA : une licence Es lettres
a BSc ; une licence de sciences
postgraduate studies: (au-deld de la licence)
a PH.D./a dofior's degree: un doctorat
to attend a lecture: assister ) une confdrence

a coarse: un cours
a trainingsessroi, : un stage
s trainee: un stagiaire
a C.V (CB): un curriculum vitae
a resums {US) : un curriculum vitae
* apply for: d6poser une candidature
an applicatior : une demande/candidature
an dpplicant: un candidat i (un demandeur)
a candidate: un candidat (6lection/examen)
a desire to learn: l'envie d'apprendre
to cope with : faire face i
to consider doirg : envisager de faire
to aiw af : viser
to focus or{ : se concentrer sur
to distance aneselffrom: prendre du recul
ta stqnd out: se d6tacher
oatsta ndi ng : remarq uable, exception nel

brilliant: brillant
dall : terne
ta jeopardizc : compromettre
to put things inta perspective: relariviser
ta catch an oppart$fiity : saisir une occasion
a wide range of choices: toute une gamme

de choix possibles H(l,
d
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Exercises

T" Pick out the equivalents from the text
;r. Domestic animals raised for profit
h. People who offer ro pay a cerrain price
*:" A public sale where irems are sold to rhe person offering the highest price
ri. At risk, in question
e" A big heavy pig

i. A castrated bull
q Astonishing, amazing
i:. A grant to help a student attend college

3" Match the words and their equivalents in the text
a. A loan &:. To borrow
c" To lend d. To pay off
s. To write off

3. Exploring the text
t. Say on which occasion the arricle was wrirren.
i. What is the aim of the aucrion?
3. what elements sound typically Texan? Why is the word "big" repeared many times?
4. Saywhythese people are satisfied with the auction: Brady Leach, his father,John

Hodges.

s. Say what you think of this system. What does it reveal abour che situation of
college students in the US?

i$" Translate into English

B6b6s prodiges
Anna r6pond aux quesrions en anglais, en espagnol er meme en frangais. La perite
Ner'v-Yorkaise a deux ans, un gros porenriel, et une maman trds motiv6e. clest le
dernier chic am6ricain que de faire entrer son enfant dans une maternelle priv6e
d'61ite pour lui donner toutes les chances de suivre une scolarir6 dans des ciasses
primaires et secondaires d'6lite, avant d'atteindre le saint des saints : une presrigieuse
universit6 am6ricaine. Pour l'enfant, un QI 61ev6, pour ies parents, un porrefeuille
bien garni sont) entre autres) deux condirions sine q,r..ron d'admisslon, car ces
6coles s6lectives sont chdres, et leurs direcreurs exigenr une implication des familles,
i savoir du temps er des chdques. I1 n'esr d6sormais jamais trop t6r pour stimuler
son boul de chou : dds trois ans, certains suivent des cours de perfeclionnement.

Exrrait deTiliObs, mars 2008
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$. Essay (200 words t 1O o/ol

'!. What are the negative consequences of being burdened by debt from college on?

t. Do you understand why students are rebelling against the increase of tuition fees

in Britain and Canada?

Pig Money for College

As the saying goes, everything is bigger in Texas. The land is big and rhe skies are

bigger, but the largest thing may be the philanthropy found deep in the l-reart of
some Texans who can't wait to help Texas children pay for college and minimize
their debt from scudent loans.

Everyyear ar rhe famous Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo, big players u,ith big

cowboy hars and even bigger wallets try to outmaneuver each other like bidders

at a fine art auction. However, unlike art collectors, the bidders at the rodeo try to
drive up the winning prices as much as possibie. They want to Pay more. After all,

college educarions are at stake, and che bidders are determined to send as many

Texas children to college as rhey possibly can.

The philanthropy on display at the rodeo is no joke. Kipper, a278-poond dark male

pig, went for $ 178,000, the most ever for a hog at any livestock show in America.

Bur the king of the auction was Freddy Krueger, a 1,288-pound steer that went

for a staggering $ 450,000. This year, the auctions at che livesrock show took in $
9.2 million. Of rhar, $ 4 million will go to rhe students whose animals or artwork
qualified for an auction and $ 4.8 million wili go to the livestock show's educational

fund, which provides additional money for scholarships, research grants, graduate

assistantships, and other higher-education Programs.

Brady Leach, the 18-year-old high school senior who raised Kipper in a small barn

behind his house in Haskell, Texas, will get $ 40,000. An additional $ 10,000 from
the auction price will go to abonus pool to compensate exhibitors whose hogs failed

to bring in the guaranreed auction amount. The remaining $ 128,000 wili go into
the education fund. Brady's father bought Kipper, rhen eight weeks old, for $ 500.

And now, Kipper will put Brady through college. 'All that work you Put into it, it
makes it all worth it when your pig does something great, like Kipper did," he said.

"I couldn't have asked for a bigger blessing than Kip. He was incredible."

Jon Hodges and his wife,Jackie, contributed $ 75,000 to the grouPs rhat bought
Kipper. Over the last 10 years, they have spent about $ 407,000 at the Houston swine

aucrions. For Hodges, president and chiefexecutive ofan industrial cleaning comPany

calledEuergreen Enuironmental Seruices, the auction is worth ir. He frames the letters

he gets from students he's helped and hangs them at his company's headquarters.

'A lot of times they don't forget you," Hodges said. "You may purchase a swine at the

auction and you'll get a lerter three years larer. The dollars are well sPent."

Adapted from fnancialaidneus, Aprll 9, 2012
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