
Facts and figures

Gun violence is a shocking feature of American life, as shown by different mass
shootings, especially in Columbine High School, Colorado (1999) and quite recenrly
in a cinema in Colorado and in school, in Newtown, Connecticut.

Despice the Gun ControlAcfs passed in 1968 and 1994, all kinds of firearms can
easily be purchased and owned.

The Second Amendment to the American Constitution (1791) gives the American
citizens who wish to keep a firearm a constitutional ground. lc says, with an odd
punctuacion: "A well-regulated militia, being necessary to the security of a free
State, the right of the people to keep and bear arms shall nor be infringed." Does
it mean that all individuals have the absolute right to own guns or only those who
serve in a militiaT

These two different interpretations make firearm enthusiast see an attack on
gun ownership as an attack on freedom, whereas gun control advocates read
the Second Amendment the otherway round and would like strict limitations to be
implemented.

ln 2008, the Supreme Court ruled with a narrow majoritythatthe Second Amendment
guaranteed individuals a right to possess firearms for personal protection, without
any connection to service in a militia.

The National Rifle Association (NRA), a powerful lobby which influences millions of
voters and a lot of members of Congress, opposes any restriction on che sales and
circulation ofguns.

Forty-seven percent of American adults currently report that they have a gun in
their home or elsewhere on cheir property.

After the Connecticut shooting, a member of the House of Representatives issued
the following statement: "These shootings are becoming too common; it's too
easy for dangerous people to get the weapons rhar help them perform mass
executi ons".

ln his docum entary Bowlirg for Columbine (1999), Michael Moore reckoned thar
the previous year, the number of people killed by bullets in Western countries had
been the following:

Australie: 65 Creat Britain; 68

Canada: 165 France: 255 the United Srares: 11,127.

After the latest mass shooting, Yoko Ono,John Lennon's widow pointed out
that since the assassination of her husband on December 8rh, 1980, more than
1 057 000 people had been killed byfirearms in rhe Unired States.
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Words you might need

Sun-e*ntvci : [a r6gtementation
des armes i feu

a $i/l : un projet de loi
as a*t: une loi adoptee
fo p*$s d?ri rr{f : voter une loi
*n awe*dwer{r: un amendement
a US Se*rfor: un s6nateur
*r ftepresextafive: un Repr6sentant (= d6put6)

a bas ; une interdiction
*o &,m/ro pro&i&ir : interdire
d r4/gdFon : une arme
gr** c*nfr*I : la rdglementation des armes

) feu
f* c&ecic : vdrifier
* e*eck: une v6rification
a barkgraund cfiesft : une v6rification

des ant6cedents judiciaries
a tfroroug* cllec& : une v6rification

compldte
egxn ficence : un permis de port d'armes
t&e crirrix*rJ record : le casier judiciaire
* gerr slrcw : une foire aux armes i feu

ammani*ian : des munitions
a Srearml* gur, : une arme i feu

a rifle : une carabine
c &*rdgrr : une arme de poing
as sssarr$ taredlpor, : un fusil d'assaut
a Srinisr : une balle

fl*e frugger : la gAchette
,s prsss 8f:e frugger : presser la gAchette
trugger-&*ppy: i la gAchette facile
* rartrfdgr : une cartouche
c slrp : un chargeur
sfray &r*Jfe9s : des balles perdues
t}le r?rn rder ro# : la liste des victimes
a JeilJi**g sprss : un accds de folie

meurtridre
d, rsr?rp{xge : un d6chainement de violence
*wrcrs&rp, : la possession
s $rerrder: un meurtre
a murderer: un assassin

d psrr"sy : une politique
a rafly : un rassemblement
sa$*y : la s6curit6
fo *ss*ll# : attaquer
* Sloods*ed: un bain de sang
cr slr*ctirg : une fusillade, un meurtre
* slrocfi'rug range : un stand de tir
wir&i* sJroofirg distance: i port6e de tir
* ta4get : une cible
a slawghter: un massacre, un carnage

d ,?rsss &ifling : une tuerie, une h6catombe
gaxg w*r{*re : la guerre des gangs

fo c{rrsarit suiaide/to *ill oaesef :

se suicider
* seri*/ *ifjer : un meurtrier en s6rie

fo s&*ol, s*of, s&ot ; tirer
avsilo,ble: disponible
&/*ody: sanglant
da*dly$eth*l : mortel
a Soc&las* : un retour de manivelle

tG dc$rrs6 of : accuser de

*o ch*rge with/to blame for: accuser de

s $ce*sed de*ler: un armurier patent6
a permit: un permis
fo o&yect fo : refuser
to pin the blarxa an: imputer la faute i
t$ resfricf decsss fo : limiter l'accds i
f,s rsvsrse t*e trend: inverser la tendance
resfric$orrs on : des limitations )
a j*dge, * justice : un juge

*,fawyer; crrr *fforney: un avocat
am *dvorcfe of : un partisan de

f&e lsw : la loi (en g|n6ral)
flre fsu/$rcr(er : le l6gislateur
regis*r*tion : l'enregistrement
r rulr'rg : une d6cision de justice
f&r cruaty s*eriff: le sheriff du comt6
ix-cane: d6ment
cr6zy i dingue
law-abiding: respectueux de la loi
rat*Iess : impitoyable
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mandatory : obligatoire
outrageaas : scandaleux
stringent: strict
drastic measures: des mesures radicales
anlawful: illegal
a radical : un extr6miste
good: le bien
evil: le mal

foothardy: t6m6raire
destructive : destructeur
disquieting : i nq u i€tant
horrific : atroce, abominable
misleading: trompe
wrrigid: rigide
threatening: menagant
tragic : dramatique
toug!: rude, dur
unreasonable : d6raison nable
wild: sauvage

fuir play {adj) : loyal
Ienient: bienveillant
respectful : respectueux
sensibte: raisonnable
cancealed: cach6
ta refrain fram : s'interdire de

to cherish: ch6rir
to abide by the law: respecter la loi
to administer justice: rendre la justice
to bear/to carry a gun: porter une arme
ta crdck dawn on: r6primer
to deter: dissuader
to disclose: rdvdler

to enforrc the law: faire appliquer la loi
to gudrafiree: garantir
to Erdnt: accorder
to implement: mettre en application
to outlaw: proscrire
to own: poss6der
to preven*: emp6cher
to push for: prdconiser
to resort fo : recourir i
to restrict : restreindre
to rule: decider
to shoot : tirer
to strike down a decision: casser une decision

to ialte $tsps : prendre des mesures
fo trigger : d6clencher
to *rdergo * cherk: subir une v6rification
fo xp*rrfd : soutenir, confirmer
to ricirx, ta **intain: pr6tendre, soutenir que

fo J<il/ : tuer
to die, died, died ; mourir
to be dcad: 6tre mort
fo pop off {argotique} : clamser, claquer
*o Sire $e bulletlto l<ick tke bucket: passer

l'arme i gauche
io pas* r&e daisies : manger les pissenlits

par la racine
sn *ndertaker: un entrepreneur

de pompes fundbres
6 c{rrp$s : un cadavre

flle ccroner : le m6decin ldgiste

* rofSn {CSJ, * ffiskel: un cercueil
c f,i"rreralpcrlor {USJ : un salon fun6raire
the paratnedirs: le SAMU
999 : num6ro d'urgence de la police
to injure: blesser
the injured: les bless6s

irjuries : des blessures
the casualties : les victimes
IIre g*ir io$&y : le lobby des vendeurs d'armes

I*e Nafiorrsl Rifle Associofior (NRAJ :

lAssociation nationale des ddtenteurs
d'armes ) feu

ar acdvi*s : un militant
fa &ofstrrsec&rity; renforcer la s6curit6

fronfierjusfr'ce : la justice exp6ditive
tn prate$ aneself:. se prot6ger
to fa&e the law info ore's h*trds : se faire

justice soi-m€me

$*edona ofspeec* : la libertd d'expression
peedo* $thought: la libert6 de pens6e

*x infri*gernsrrt : une restriction
* *irne: un crime
cr ofprse : un d6lit
d ssdr"s $f$ry : une histoire pour faire peur
d $cdpesedr : un bouc 6missaire
t&e villsins : les m6chants
t*e good: les bons
6n $pp$sent: un opposant
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Exercises

t" Find synonyms in the textfor
n" unable to behave normally because of mental illness

l:. a sudden period of violent behaviour which can cause destruction

s:. a violent quarrel or clash

$. a large public meeting held to support an idea

". a problem which does not deserve attention, since it is no[ a major concern

{. with a slight degree of difference in feeling or meaning

s" an expression ofgreat sadness

k. to be present at an event

?" Exploring the text : Are the following statements right or wrong?Justify
your answer
I. The author's son was one of the victims in the Connecticut school shooting.

t. ln 1992, a mass shooting occurred in a college and the murdererwas one of its
stud ents.

3. The author deems gun control is pointless. Whoever wants to kill can do so with
a knife.

*. lf the right to bear arms is an inalienable part of American freedom, further
tragedies are to be expected.

3* General debates
t. Why didn't the Columbine mass shooting change the American minds concerning

gu ns?

I. Can rhe right of the citizen to protect himself and his family be so "inalienable"?

3. Would a gun control policy infringe a basic freedom?
.,i. Why can it be dangerous to keep gun at home?

$. ls the ownership of an assault weapon or of a high calibre weapon justified?

s. Why have lawmakers been so reluctant to starc a debate and to legislate if gun
safety laws could prevenc tragedies and save lives?

"$" Essays (200 words + or - 1O o/o)

l. Comment upon the following statement: "The real solution is to place security
guards at the school doors... Some members of the Connecticut school staff
should have carried pistols".

ll" Comment upon the following statement: "Criminals can get guns. So, there's no

logical or sensible reason for disarming the people that are good guys!"

:\" Translate into French
The third paragraph ("ln the wake of Calen's murder...")
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Why America lets the killing continue
My wife and I learned about the Connecricur school shootings on our way home
from the cemetery, where rve had just finished observing the 20th anniversary of
oLlr son's murder.

Our son Galen, ll,ho was 18, and a teacher were killed on Dec. 14, 1992,by a

deranged studenr who went on a shooting rampage at Simon's Rock College in Western
Massachuserrs. Galen was a gifted kid, and Simon\ Rock seemed like the perfect place
for him. He'd never been happier. The killer had a vastly different reaction ro this
environment. After run-ins with college officials, he vowed ro "bring rhe college ro
its knees." He bought a semi-automatic rifle, a military-sryle assault weapon, ar a
gun shop dorvn the road, and obtained oversized clips and ammunirion through
the mail.

In the wake of Galen's murder, I wrote a book about the shooting. In ir I suggesred
that u,e view gun crime as a public health issue, much the same as smoking or
pesticides. I spent a number of years attending rallies, signing petitions, wriring
letters and making speeches, but eventually I gave up. Gun control, such a live issue
in the "early" days of school shootings, inexplicably became a third-rail issue for
poliricians.

I came to realize that, in essence) this is the way we in America wanr things to be.

W'e want our freedom, and we want our firearms, and if we have to endure the
occasional school shooting, so be it. A terrible shame, but hey - didn't some guy in
China just do the same thing with a knife?

Still, whatever your position on gun control, it is impossible not ro react with horror
to news of the shootings in Connecticut. Our horror is nuanced by knowledge of
what those farnilies are going through, and rvhat rhey will have ro endure in years
to come.

More horrible srill - to me at least is the inevirable lament, "How could we have
let this happen?"

It is a horrible question because the answer is so simple. Make it easy for people ro
get guns and things like this will happen.

Children will continue to pay for a freedom their elders enjoy.

Adapted from Gregory Gibson, nltimes.com. 1411212012
(G. Gibson is the author of Gone Bo1 : A Father's Search ftr tbe Trutb in His Son's Murder.)
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