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standing has
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visitors alike
find plenty of

reasons to be -
there.
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Crisis Aside, I¢s Still France

- PARIS

It’s amusmg to note that as soon as
France receives good news, the rest of
the'world reacts like a pessimistié doc-
tor. The recent awarding of two Nobel
Prizes to Frenchmen — Patrick Mo-
diano for literature and Jean Tirole for
econon-ucs —tgfggered anotherround of

“lstne country on its{e- ) ';1; Isits .

declineirreversible? To'!ﬁ?t?v?ho think
itistime to administer afinallethal dose
tothis old European nation; the sitwation
isalittlemore complicated..”

The details of France’s crisis are well
known, and they are serious problems.
Our social and economic model worked
beautifully between 1945 and 1975, years
of reconstruction and prosperity. Back
then France was like Sweden, except

ou could drink good wines. The French
8 *Jvas one of the most gener-
ous mthe world ‘Waves ofimmigrants, in
particular those from North Ainca, were
mtegrated step by step into
Fortherestofthe worla brench
g?ﬁ. e Was personified by Geriéral de
Gaulle. France asserted itself asa nucle-
ar power, invented the Superson gane
Loncorde an s’ o
£ Jeryyear.

Was the France of my |,

“childhood. Goodbyeyellow brickroad.
-+ Inthelast30years or so, the snuatron
\lgas deterxorated France started

3 Pubh(’
If so‘cﬁa‘.lnrogra.msros{f _,Jand
.~ opayTforita asput

The Coiintry deep in debt. The pact the
Republic had with'its citizens doesn’t
work well anymore, in pamcular insub-
urbs where a pop fatmn of immigrants
feelsreject
by Islamic fu

,&

MarcLambron isawriter and amember

of the FrenchAcademy This columnwas
translated from the French by Phlllppe X
Gélie. Send comments to
intelligence@nytimes.com.

- arejealous of Germany, the1r enemy not
so long ago, and which is quick to pomt
tothe successes of its economic model. 7~

Many French people t
Frangois Hollande would |
the reforms the country needs. He Was
a man with a strong economic_back-
~ground s q"mv'r\pstmh.ls 509 ...
i «Ssomesort Opr'OgI‘Ebouc
modernism. But President Hollande
~hasnt sn't freed himself from his ™~
- ~one of the last politicallmove-
meWn the world cultivating nostalgia

for the Marxist worldview. #
With more taxes, more pubhc[‘j
the protective state has become a #
R tate that confiscates dnd™
< e country’sresources. Hav-
ing rmssedxts New Deal, the French left

A devouring, squandering

_ mother and her elegant,

resourceful children. :

continuesto promote afetalrelatxonshlp
with the real world: a citizen’s Ixfe iz uke
thatofanembryc .

N . . _zthe state, bemg fe& adiet o
Subsidies through thé]=™ = -
We're still awaiting the moment wnei’
the child willbe born to the world. /

And yet, for a majorlty of its citizens,
living in France remains desirable. The
country has one of the highest birthrates
in Europe, a sign of confidence in the fu-
ture. Itisthe Irist destination
inthe world, ax Luonofthe appealofa
certainfr- .«nthe .
. pastfewweexs, French culfure has had
tritmphs beyond Mr. Modiano’s Nobel
. Prize;the magmﬁcent Picasso Museum
“has just reopened in Paris, a reminder -
of a time not so long ago when artists

from all over the world, from Fougjita to

paAZ 1L y

Hemingway, Nerudato Cha 11, wanted
-*nlivein France, The Frencli

T=\Bernard Arnault, has ii=

)" auguratediis Louis Vuitton Foundatlon,

an impressive center for contemporary
culture designed by Frank Gehry. 7
One aspect of the French crisis, rarely
underlined, is the excessively somber
way France through its media, tends to
see itself. It seems to me that this com-
placently’ be n)of France is

-inlarge parL a fuﬁﬁfa:lrs’fic‘éonstructlon

that appearéd during Nicolas Sarkozy’s
presrdency/Smcemo t French journal-
istsarell sfthey have shifted
from bashing the T former president to-
adopting a pessimistic tone m nrlnm-
plg,,lenderstandmg thatft:
o--wo4As aresult, Preside HUH_'de is
“hitfited with cartridges manufacturedto
shoothis conservative predecessor -
This compulsion has set in motion a
mimetic echo in the international press.
But what newspapers here and abroad
write about Franceld. ith the.
experiences or atfitudes of most people

- whocall France home: My fellow citizens

are far more resourceful courageous

" and elegant than what’s'written about

them. And most foreign visitors don’t
leave France with memories ofa journey
inaghostnation.

So the theme of the day is not merely
the French crisis, it is the dramatlzed
constructmnbythe meédiaofz

£ atended to sell more CU}unu

The journalistic caste is  not. {@_gil of
st:gmatnzmgpohtmans 3
envies( v _power overpiibl 'opm-
ion. “Emphastze'the negative,” it sings. -

In the end, it all depends on pers| ec:
tive. Ifyou consider lifeinterms oft ]
tobe earned, France s certainly o
best country to make a fortune. But 1f '
you consider life in terms of taste, there
still is a French exception that remains
enigmatic, if not irritating, to the rest of - ya
theworld. - 4
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