Welcome at the EISTI

Wednesday 26th August 2015
Dear students, 

I hope that you are looking forward to this first year at the EISTI where you will be studying to become engineers. As far as English is concerned, most of you might not have the opportunity to practice it regularly in your daily life, hence you could understandably be slightly worried about your writing or oral skills. Indeed, being in a country where English is never or rarely spoken does not allow you to use it on a regular basis.

There will be some level differences amongst students but this is unavoidable and always a challenge for teachers as well as learners. Only by combining our knowledge, sharing and helping each other, everyone can make some progress. Therefore, if you are part of the more advanced students, please be patient and helpful with those having some trouble throughout the lessons. 

Some of my objectives for this academic year are as follow: 

- Improve your writing and oral skills as well as your general vocabulary                      

- Focus on English grammar with lessons and exercises                                

- Get you interested in the various cultures worldwide and their societal issues
- Enhance your awareness about some of the countries you might choose to visit as part of your experience abroad

- TOEIC training
I know that you are all fully aware of the importance of this language for you and your future career. If I were to ask you that question: "What are your motivations for improving your English?".Some would reply, to get my diploma or the TOEIC test. Others may answer, to watch series and movies and live in the USA, while some would simply say: To get a good job, become bilingual, understand and be understood by anyone around the world. We could add items ad infinitum to that list, but one thing is for sure and I hope you do agree with this: it is pretty hard to become an engineer without a good command of the English language nowadays. So whether you end up working in actuarial expectation (espérance mathématique) or as an IT manager, you shouldn't ignore or run away from that subject. 
Since the name of the game is English, I would love to hear you speaking it at all time in class, even though it may be very hard or sound strange to do so with your French comrades. We will do some oral activities to reinforce that skill as and when appropriate.
You are obviously expected to be on time and so am I, unless you experience some personal difficulty or some problem with public transport, e.g. a strike. If you cannot attend an English lesson for whatever reason, you must inform the registrar's office as soon as possible. Latecomers may or may not be admitted in class, depending if there's a test or not on that day. 
You should know by now that drinking and eating in classrooms is forbidden, but I might as well say it since some students seem to have some difficulties to understand this in French.  As for everything else that you should and shouldn't do in class, well you aren't children so I won't draw up a list. I'll just give you a clue: respect...   
One of the best way to increase your listening comprehension is probably something which you are already and hopefully doing. Watching series or movies in English, preferably but not necessarily with English subtitles. Listening to a digital radio with a Wifi connection is another good idea, if you have one, that is. This gives you an unlimited choice of music, podcasts, interviews, educational programmes, etc. As for television, have you ever watched France 24 before? It is a good multilingual broadcast in English, French and Arabic. But let's not forget Euronews, the BBC, SkyNews and CNN. You should also get them for free on your television set, if you do have a Livebox. 
How about school marks? Continuous assessment is the chosen method. To be precise, this means 2 written tests out of 10 points about grammar and vocabulary, plus 5 additional marks, without forgetting the 3 mock oral exams, also known as "Kholles" for each semester. I hear some of you thinking: "Oh my god, that's too many tests!" Well, I do understand. 
Continuous educational support is something I'd like to be able to give you but it's not easy with about 20 students in the same classroom. I'm not promising anything but I will do my best to help you individually whatever your difficulty may be. In any case, feel free to come and talk to me about anything that is bothering you after class or ask your class representative to do it on your behalf, if you prefer. But whatever you do, "do not suffer in silence!". As far as I'm concerned, I will talk to anyone if and when necessary, and after class, as I do not believe that embarrassing a student in front of everyone is the right thing to do. Besides, it is unlikely to solve the problem. 
You are allowed, in fact you "should" bring an English/English dictionary to every lesson rather than a French/English one, as it is better to improve your English overall. A paperback one is fine. This brings us to our next question which is: "Are mobile phones authorized in class?".On the end of year survey that students filled in June, a lot of them wrote that the use of cellphones should be banned, was counterproductive, very bad for concentration, disturbing and showed a lack of respect. While some said that it could be allowed to check up for the meaning of words. To conclude, you will be entitled to use them "only" to look up for words or expressions which you do not fully understand. Consequently, it has to be related to the lesson at hand, and nothing else. Bear in mind that due to Wifi connection problem, it would be wiser to download a dictionary onto your mobile phone or else use a paperback one. In any case, use it wisely as I'll be monitoring this "activity" very closely to say the least. 
Do find below an address if you are looking for a good English bookshop to buy any books or materials. 

WHSmith, 248, rue de Rivoli 75001 Paris.

Tel.: 01 44 77 88 99.

Let's make this year a good one for everyone.

Mr Cruard

(Your English teacher)
