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HAPPY NEW YEAR !
Read this paragraph about New Year traditions. Are the traditions described the same in your country? 

New Year’s Day is, of course, the first day of the year. It is a national holiday in most countries around the world. It is a time when families get together and celebrate with a meal. Many people make new plans for the rest of the year. These plans are called New Year resolutions. People decide to lose weight, get fit, stop smoking, study English every day or save lots of money. I think most people are serious about these plans on January 1st, but then forget about them before the end of the week. Then one year later, it’s New Year’s Day all over again and people make the same resolutions again. I guess people all around the world make the same kinds of plans. I guess they also break their resolutions at the same time.
Do you agree with the text on the subject of New Year’s resolutions? Have you made any resolutions for this year?
Listening

You are going to hear some people talk about their plans for the year. Which of the topics below do they mention? How many speakers mention each one?

Travelling

Learning a language

Quitting smoking

Getting a job

Playing a sport

Living ethically

Playing an instrument

Visiting family

Finishing school

Keeping in touch with friends

Going on a diet

Volunteering

Now listen again and answer the questions below.
1. How long does speaker 1 think he will travel?

2. Which sport is speaker 2 going to play?

3. Why is speaker 3 going to go to Spain?

4. What would speaker 4 like to learn?

5. When is speaker 5 particularly bad at keeping in touch with people?

6. Where is speaker 6’s brother at the moment?
7. Why is speaker 7 going to Vietnam?

8. What does speaker 8 want to do for his health?

9. What is speaker 9’s resolution?

10. Where is speaker 11 from?

11. What does speaker 12 plan to do in London?

12. What sort of volunteering work is speaker 13 going to do? Why?

Language work: future plans and intentions
The speakers use the following structures to refer to future plans and intentions. Match each structure to its use.

· Would like to/want to + verb

· To be going to (or “to be gonna”) + verb

· Will + verb
· Present continuous

a) To predict a future action or state that is not planned or arranged
b) To express a desire for the future

c) To make it clear that you have decided to do something and made an arrangement
d) To indicate what you have decided to do in the future

Now listen to the recording again and write down one example of each of the above structures.

a) _________________________________________________________________________________________

b) _________________________________________________________________________________________

c) _________________________________________________________________________________________

d) _________________________________________________________________________________________

Now think of some examples of your own. Try to use the different future forms.
a) _________________________________________________________________________________________

b) _________________________________________________________________________________________

c) _________________________________________________________________________________________

d) _________________________________________________________________________________________
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