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Marina Meijer : Why Study Abroad? 

Ted Talk 

 

1. What does Marina Meijer (MM) mean by a very international family? Give as many 
details as possible 

 

2. Why does she mention Texas? 

 

3. What did she discover about herself in Texas? 

 

4. What were Texans curious about? What effect did it have on MM ? 

 

5. Detail her next experience abroad after Texas. Provide details. 

 

6. How was she perceived in Asia? 

 

7. What were South Korean curious/ jealous about MM? 

 

8. Was MM privileged in South Korea? Explain. 

 

9. When did she feel she was accepted in her team?  

 

10. What did she study? Graduate? 

 

11. Give the background of MM’s lover at the time they met. 

 

12. Where does she now live? 

 

13. What about the geographical future of her kids? 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14. Why does MM mention the Dutch humanist and scholar of the 16th century, namely 
Erasmus? 

 

15. What advice does MM give to the audience? Name 3. 

 

16. What position does she currently occupy? 

 

17. What does she mean by ‘your major field of study’ (around 9:16) 

 

18. What differences are there between today and 30 years ago? 

 

19. What does MM mean by getting uncomfortable in a different country in a 
comfortable way? 

 

20. What ‘s the most important trait you need to go/study abroad? 

 

21. What’s her final motto? What would the French equivalent be. 

 

 

Discussion 

 

1. What do you think about her experience? 

2. Do you share her opinion about experiences abroad?  

3. Can it influence you in any way (positive or negative)? 

 


