 Comparative and Superlative Adjectives

To make the comparative form of adjectives (like 'bigger' or 'more expensive') and the superlative form (like 'biggest' or 'most expensive'), first we need to know how many syllables are in the adjective.
· Adjectives with one syllable

Usually, if an adjective has only one syllable, we add 'er' to make the comparative form. We add 'est' to make the superlative form. Fill in the blanks:
· clean → cleaner / cleanest

· _____ → colder / coldest

· small → smaller / _______
· young → ________ / youngest

· _____ → taller / tallest

There are some spelling changes. If there is one vowel followed by one consonant at the end of the adjective, we double the consonant. Fill in the blanks, then add two more examples.
· wet → wetter / wettest

· ____ → bigger / biggest

· ______ → ________ / _________
· ______ → ________ / _________
If the adjective ends in 'y', this often changes to 'i'. 

· dry → drier / ______
If the adjective ends in 'e', we don't add another 'e', just 'r'. 

· nice → nicer / nicest

· large → ______ / largest

There are a few adjectives that we have to use 'more' or 'most' with, even though they only have one syllable. We CAN'T add 'er' or 'est'. 

· fun → more fun / most fun (NOT )

· real → more real / most real (NOT )

· right → more right / most right (NOT )

· wrong → more wrong / most wrong (NOT )

Adjectives with two syllables

For adjectives with two syllables we generally use 'more' or 'most'. Add another example to the list.
· careful → more careful / most careful

· _________ → _____________ / _____________
But some two syllable adjectives can take 'er' or 'est'. It's also fine to use 'more' (for the comparative) or 'most' (for the superlative). Fill in the blanks:
· ______ → cleverer / cleverest

· simple → _______ / simplest

· narrow → narrower / _______
· quiet → ________ / quietest

Adjectives with two syllables that end in 'y' usually can add 'er' or 'est' (y changes to i). Add more examples to the list.
· dirty → dirtier / dirtiest
· _________ → _________ / _________
· _________ → _________ / _________

· _________ → _________ / _________

Adjectives with more than two syllables

Adjectives with more than two syllables can only make their comparative by using 'more' and their superlative by using 'most'. Add more examples to the list.
· beautiful → more beautiful / most beautiful

· _____________ → ___________________ / ____________________
· _____________ → ___________________ / ____________________
Irregular adjectives

There are also some irregular adjectives. We just need to learn these forms. Fill in the blanks:
· good → _________ → best

· bad → worse → __________
· ________ → further → furthest

· little → less → __________
· _________ → more → most

Using Comparative Adjectives
Comparative structures: things or people that are the same

First, we can use 'as ... as' with a normal adjective (not a comparative) to say two things are the same. Fill in the blanks (read the meanings in brackets):
· John is as ________ as Luke (= they are the same height).

· The red shirt is as ________________ as the blue shirt (= they are the same price).

We can use 'not as ... as' to say that two things are not the same. Fill in the blanks:
· Lucy is _________________ Helena (= Helena is taller than Lucy).

· Paris is _________________ London (= London is bigger than Paris).

Comparative Structures: one thing or person is more than another thing or person

We can say that something is more than another thing by using a comparative adjective with 'than'. 

· France is bigger than Scotland.

· Luke is taller than Lucy.

· Your book is more interesting than my book.

We can make the comparison stronger by using 'far' or 'much' or 'a lot' before the adjective. We can make it less strong by using 'a little' or 'a bit'. Fill in the blanks with your own ideas (one word per space):
· Canada is far bigger than Scotland.

· Your book is _______ ________ ____________ than my book.

· Amanda is __ ________ ___________ than Julie.

· This exercise is __ _________ ________ ______________ than that exercise.

We can say that one thing or person is less than another thing by using 'less ... than': 

· Scotland is less big than France.

· Lucy is less tall than Luke.

· My book is less interesting than your book.

To show something is changing, we can use 'comparative and comparative' or 'more and more adjective'. Fill in the blanks with your own ideas:
· That child is getting taller and taller.

· The climate is getting ____________ and _____________.

· This city is becoming more and more _________________.

Using Superlative Adjectives

We use a superlative to say that a thing or person is the most of a group. When we use a superlative adjective ('the tallest student') before the noun, we generally use it with 'the'. This is because there's only one (or one group) of the thing we are talking about. There is one student who is the tallest in the class, and because it's clear to the listener which one we mean, we usually use 'the': 

· She's the most beautiful girl I've ever seen. 

· It's the best café in London. 

· John and Lisa are the most intelligent students here. 

· This bowl is the biggest one. 

Remember, we don't use 'the' when there is a possessive. Add your own examples to the list.
· He's my best student. 

· That's our most important goal. 
· _______________________________________________________________________

· _______________________________________________________________________

· _______________________________________________________________________
