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UPPER-INTERMEDIATE UNIT 8 B Which idea does each photo introduce?

4 Wworkin pairs. Discuss the questions. 1 The same idea can be shown with many different
gestures,

2 There are lots of variations of a gesture.

3 The background to how he became interested in
watching humans.

1 Which of these gestures are considered rude in
your country/other countries?

* pointing at someone
* pointing at anything

+ touching someone’s head 3 Workin pairs. Decide if the sentences are true (T)
« showing the bottom of your feet or false (F). Then watch the DVD again to check.
+ showing the palms of your hands 1 Desmond Morris first started ‘man-watching’ in
+ staring at someone the 1980s.

2 Are there any other gestures which are considered 2 He got the idea while talking to his doctor.
to be rude in your country/other countries? 3 He has visited over sixty countries while

observing people.

4 He wanted to write a new dictionary.

5 Types of handshakes vary from a single touch to
a long shake.

6 The type of handshake people use depends on
the time of day it is.

7 In Japan moving you finger in different directions
has different meanings.

8 The same message is expressed in exactly the
same way around the world.

2A Watch the DVD and number the photos in the order
you see them.

4a Complete the collocations with the words in the box.

anticlockwise clasp draw facial fine
fire minor strike

attention to

a starting gun
expression
your palms
ritual

a deal

-tuned
direction
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B Work in pairs. What does each expression mean?

5A EITHER think of a country you know well OR choose
one of the countries below. Find out about its
B cultural traditions. Use questions 1-4 to help you.

« Indonesia + jJapan - Greece - USA - Brazil

1 Which gestures are considered polite/rude?
2 Which clothes should/shouldn’t you wear?
3 Which clothes should/shouldn’t you give?

4 What behaviour is considered polite/rude when
eating and drinking?

B Work in groups. Ask and answer questions about
the country you chose.

A: I chose japan.
B: Which gestures are considered rude there?
A: You shouldn’t stare at someone. Don't ...
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4 Culture shock
1

¢ Don't be surprised if people yoﬁ don't know well [
much your car

ask you how much you earn or how
cost. This is quite normal. ‘

¢ If you are invited for a meal, people will alWaysk

offer you a second helping. You should always Say

- 'No’, so asnot to appear greedy. This will be
; ‘u:ndqs’tood, and your host will give you more
~anyway. If you really don’t want e, cov

2

¢

# Don't drop
noticed, and you'll be fined. You can also be fin
. - T R 8 : ed
if you fail to flush the toilet in aresta :
public place. L ~
¢ In general, it is considered insulting to givé tips,
and many places have signs saying ‘No tipping”.

30

: your plate with your hand. L .
# Itis polite to leave some food on your plate at the ||
~end of a meal — if you eat everythihg, it'sa 'Sigﬁ .

any more, cover

that you want more.

litter — even cigarette ends. Tt will be

urant orother - ¢

READING

1 Here are some texts containing tips for
visitors to five different parts of the world.
Which text do you think is about

— Britain? — Thailand?
— Spain? — West Africa?
— Singapore? '

Which tips are illustrated in the pictures?

2 According to the texts, where is it either
polite or impolite to

a leave food on your plate?

b visit someone without an invitation?
touch food with your left hand?

ask someone how much they earn?
look your boss straight in the eye?
open a present immediately?

arrive on time?

g R .0

3 Tmagine yourself in one of the five places.
Which customs would you find it
— easy to get used to?
— difficult to get used to?

4 TImagine that someone from one of the five
places is coming to visit you.

What tips would you give them about your
own country?

~ greetings.

~ hand. . , ;
. @ In general, the left hand is used for ‘unclean’

& Hissing is a common way of attracting a person s

Reading'and listening activity

i an go on for some time — ‘How are
G;el??hlfllgfvcis ﬂ%e day? How'’s business? Hov’v"s t}’le
family?’ ... Your answer should always be Fine’,
even if you're not. If there’s a gap m;the :
conversation, this is usually filled with more

¢ Holding hands is common, even between ‘
' j'strangeés. Don't be surprised if someoné showing
you the way down the street leads you by the

activities, so use the right hand for giving things
to people, handling food,etc.
. Pegplf younger than you will avoid looking you
straight in the eye. This is not rude — on the

contrary, it is a sign of respect.

attention, and is not rude. Tt's quite normal to
hiss to call a waiter to your table.

LISTENING .

You will hear someone talking about
something that happened to him in the Sudan.
The story is in three parts.

Part 1

— What was he doing?

— How many people were there?

— What did they start doing?

— What do you think the speaker did next?

Part 2

—~ What did everyone eat?

— Why do you think they didn’t eat the
tomatoes? ‘

Part 3 -
— Why didn’t they eat the tomatoes?

Unit 6 On holiday
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i f greeting unless
issing is not common as a fo;m of
* I;:)Susukfow someone well. It is espec1algr um.ls%caslay
’ Ily shake hands or jus
between men, who usually .
’I?Iello’ without touching. People usually kiss on
one cheek only. L it
& Unless you know someo! ,
them h?),w much they earn, or how much
something.
* g)lrshops and at bus stops, go to the baclf of ;he
queue and wait. If you ‘jump the queue’, other
eople will angrily tell you to wait your turn. t
* ?’uncmality is important. If you arrange to mee
someone, try not to be more than a few minutes

s impolite to ask
they paid

* 1(E;:?’rra:ins, especially underground trams{ p:ggiea
tend to sit in silence and read. If you try odon,t 2
conversation with the person next to you, dor
surprised if you don’t get much of a response.
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# People regard their hom,

s0 if you're asked out

a restaurant rather th

flat.

¢ It's common to see youn

restaurants with thejr
night.

¢ Evening activity starts late. R

up around 10 o’clock,’

four or five in the mo

¢ Kissing (on both che

greeting between w

and men. It is unus

greeting a member

€5 as very private places,
to a meal it'll probably be to
an to the person’s house or

g children eating in
parents, even quite late at

estaurants start to fill
and nightlife can carry on tll
ning — or even later.
eks) is a common form of
omen, and between women
ual between men, except when -
. of the family or a close friend.
. If'lf’S your birthday, you're expected to invite
friends or colleagues for a drink or a meal. You're
the host, so you're expected to pay.

A\

@ The head is considered the most spiritual part of
. thebody, and the feet the dirtiest part, and it is
very impolite to point your foot at someone,
é especially at their head. So don't sit with one leg
| crossed over the other, and never put your feet up
§ on a chair or a desk. -

# Itis also rude to point at people with your finger. If
you must point at someone, do it by nodding your
head. If you want to call a waiter, do it with your
palm down, moving your fingers towards you.

¢ Ii’s quite normal to visit people at home without
being invited. If you do, take a small gift with you.

¢ If you give someone a gift, they will usually thank
you for it and put it aside without opening it.
Don't be offended - it's bad manners to open a
present in front of the person who has given it.

e

Adapted from Britain, Singapore, Spain, Thailand in. the
Culture Shock series; The Rough Guide to West Africa.
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