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Past simple vs. past continuous

Lesson cade: LGOD-QPMB-82Td-G INTERMEDIATE

Presentation

Dialogue

A: | called you earlier, but you didn’t answer.

B: I'msorry, | was playing the guitar when the phone rang.

You can review this worksheet online at www.linguahouse.com/ex

Review your flashcards at least 3-5 times a week for 20 minutes to keep the material fresh in your memory.
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B Practice 1

Complete the sentences using the correct form of the past continuous tense of the verbs in brackets:

1. Joanne ___ (make) breakfast when Peter called.

2. Whilehe______ (do) the dishes, he ran out of washing up liquid.

3. They decided to go to the beach whilethesun___ (still/shine)

4, | called you this morning, but you didn't answerthephone. ___ (you/take) a shower?

5. At8pmlastnight, Mario____ (not/do) his homework. He ____ (play) computer
games instead! .

8. Johnhadacaraccidentwhilehe ___ (drive)towork. He __________ {talk) on his

mobile when he reversed into a tree.

BE] Practice 2

Self-study: Make sentences about you using the past continuous.

Class activity: Work in pairs. Ask your partner what he or she was doing at the specific times mentioned
below:

Example: At 8am yesterday, | was having breakfast.
What were you doing at 8am yesterday? | was having breakfast.

8am yesterday midday yesterday
4:30pm yesterday 9pm last night
midnight last night 7:00 this morning

Practice 3

Complete the sentences using the correct form of the past continuous or past simple tense of the verbs

in brackets:

1. Whatfilm_____ (you/watch)ywhenl____ (call) you last night?

2. Whilehe ______ (jog)inthepark,adog___(bite) him on the leg.

3.1 (see) Adam again in the park this moming. He _________ (walk) his dog.

4, You____________(not/hear) me get home last night becauseyou __ (sleep).

5. Jdohn_______ (not/take) his umbrella with him last night becauseit____ (nat/rain).

6. Mrrlee____ (work)sohardthathe __ (fall) asleep at this desk.

7. Whilethey ____ (swim),Sam____ (spot) a dangerous shark. They quickly
_ (swim)backiotheshoreand _____(alert) the lifeguard.

8. (you/have) lunch whenl _______ (call) your office yesterday?

9 (anyone/call) wheni _____ (cook) dinner?

You can review this worksheet online at www.linguahouse.com/ex @.’
Review your flashcards at least 3-5 times a week for 20 minutes to keep the material fresh in your memory. Q\
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101 (not/have) time to email you becausel ______ (study) for my French exam.
11.When Abdul ______ (arrive) home, his brother ______ (listen) to some music.
12.Mario___ (have) an accidentwhilehe ______ (ski). Fortunately it
(not/be) serious.
131 (see)you this morning onthe street,but! _____ (can/not) say hello to you
becauseyou____ (walk) too fast.

You can review this worksheet online at www.linguahouse.com/ex
Review your flashcards at least 3-5 times a week for 20 minutes to keep the material fresh in your memory.
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