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Active and passive sentences 
 

Change the sentences below from active to passive. 
 
 
1. Steven Spielberg directs the film. 

______________________________________________________________ 

2. Millions of people saw the exhibition. 

______________________________________________________________ 

3. The Prince and his fiancé will marry in October. 

______________________________________________________________  

4. Hundreds of people were watching the marathon. 

______________________________________________________________ 

5. Police have caught the thief. 

______________________________________________________________ 

6. Gordon Ramsey is preparing a meal for the party. 

______________________________________________________________ 

7. Lots of people have made the journey to Mecca. 

______________________________________________________________ 

8. MPs can make the decision tonight. 

______________________________________________________________ 
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Identifying the passive. 
 

Read the newspaper article below and underline any examples of 
the passive that you find (there are twelve in total). 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GOLD FOUND IN TUBE TUNNEL 
 

Hundreds of pounds worth of gold has been found by tube workers 

working on the London underground. The gold was discovered last 

night by workers digging foundations for the new Crossrail project.  

Tube worker Colin Cole said ‘I am stunned. The gold was seen by one 

of my colleagues and he called me over to have a look. At first I 

thought it was a piece of copper but when we dug a bit more we 

realised it was   

something else. Then the supervisor was called.” The metal has been 

formally identified as gold.  Although its value is not confirmed, it is 

thought to be worth hundreds of pounds. Different theories about 

where the gold is from are being discussed my historians and 

academics. It is believed it may date back to Roman times. Historian  

Janice White said ‘At the moment lots of questions are being 

asked but we have very few answers. We will need more time to     

discover the origins of this gold.’  

Other people are wondering if the 

workers who found the gold will be 

rewarded ‘It seems right that they 

should be recognised’ said Sam 

Vickers, a commuter from 

                                             Islington  ‘after all, they made the   

   Discovery: tube tunnel                  discovery.’                                            
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MAKING THE NEWS. 
 

Choose one of the newspaper headlines below (or make up one of 
your own) and write your own news story. Try to use as many 

passive forms as possible. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

OIL FOUND UNDER BUCKINGHAM PALACE LION ESCAPES  

FROM 

LONDON ZOO MOBILE PHONES  

BANNED IN PUBLIC 

TRANSPORT 

NEXT JAMES BOND 

FILM TO BE SHOT IN  

PAU 

SCIENTISTS DISCOVER ‘CURE’ FOR OLD AGE 

CARS THAT 

FLY ‘WILL BE 

AVAILABLE BY 

2019.’ 
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Key 
 

Identifying the passive. 
 

Read the newspaper article below and underline any examples of 
the passive that you find (there are twelve in total). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

GOLD FOUND IN TUBE TUNNEL 
 

Hundreds of pounds worth of gold has been found by tube workers 

working on the London underground. The gold was discovered last 

night by workers digging foundations for the new Crossrail project.  

Tube worker Colin Cole said ‘I am stunned. The gold was seen by one  

of my colleagues and he called me over to have a look. At first I 

thought it was a piece of copper but when we dug a bit more we 

realised it was something else. Then the supervisor was called.” The 

metal has been formally identified as gold.  Although its value is not 

confirmed, it is thought to be worth hundreds of pounds. Different 

theories about where the gold is from are being discussed by 

historians and academics. It is believed it may date back to Roman 

times. Historian Janice White said ‘At the moment lots of questions 

are being asked but we have very few answers. We will need more 

time to discover the origins of this gold.’  Other people are wondering  

                                                                   if the workers who found the gold will be              

                                                                   rewarded ‘It seems right that they  

                                                                   should be recognised’ said Sam Vickers,              

                                                                   a commuter from Islington  ‘after all,   

                                                                   they made the  discovery.’                                            

  

     
 


