Warmer

iiost of us have heard or read the term the American Dream, but what does it actually mean?
In your own words, explain what you think the American Dream is.

Kev words

Read the definitions and find the matching words in the article.
paragraphs 1-10

1.
2.
3.
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9.

10.

a particular thing that you have succeeded in doing, usually after a ot of effort
a young person who is extremely good at something

particular words or phrases that you use 1o refer to an issue or situation to make people want to
take action

a social system in which everyone has equal status and the same money and opportunities

 someone who was born during the time immediately after the Second World War

staying the same without growing or developing
a set of plans or actions agreed on by a government

money or other help that the government gives people who need financial help, for example because
they do not have a job

an unfair system that prevents some people from reaching the most senior positions in a company
or organization

the ability to move easily from a lower social class to a higher one

paragraphs 11-15

11.

12.
13.

14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

relating to the basic nature or character of something
the fact that very different people or things exist within a group or place

connected with the national government of a country rather than with the government of one of its
member staies

the most important elected officials in different iowns or cities
a group of people chosen 1o deal with a particular problem or situation
an important action that is intended to solve a problem

an increase in the activity of a particular industry or part of a country’s economy

help something to increase, improve or become more successiul

a situation in which a country is buying more things from other countries than it is selling to them
break or crack something




Have economic problems brought an end @ the
American Dream? Not according to President
Obama's slogan “Yes, we cani™ As Vicki Sussens
sound out, the American Dream is still very

5 In April 2014, Kwasi Enin becan

The 47 year old, whose parents had emigrated
from Ghana fo the US in the 1980s, applied to all
eight of the country’s exclusive vy League
yniversities and was accepted by each one —&n
extraordinary achisvement.

The media presented the good-looking young man
as an example of ihe American Dream, the idea
that anyone can be successful, no matter what thelr
education of birth. Enip's parents, hoth Nuises,
taught him to aim high. Now, nothing can siopihe
Long lsiand wunderkind from following his dream of
hecoming a dociorn.

America has a” can-go” culture, in which achievement
against all odds is the highest cultural yalye and
 rallying cries such as President Qbama’s “Yes, we
can!” are typical.

 In the past decade, however, Americans have begun
10 wonder whether they sstill can’. Both the American
Dream and the idea of “American gxceptionalism’

_ the term used {o describe the US's special place

among nations because of its commitment to liberty,
egalitarianism and individualism — have taken knocks.
And there s talk of the end of its role as the world's

Not far from Long Island, 24-~year-0ld Gracelyn
Bateman walks across town toherjobina
digital-media agency in Manhattan. She foves
this lively, diverse city and says she feels
“privileged” 10 iive here.

Bgieman's parenis had no problem paying forher e
study sociology at an Wy League university. Hlowever,
she does not believe she will reach her baby-boomer
parents’ soci oeconomic status. “itis going iobe
difficult for my generation to five out the American
Dream the way our parents dict” she says. | ¢o not
nave a single friend in New York who is financially
table or able to save. Unemployment for those aged
petween 16 and 24 is around 14%, compared {o the
national figure of just over 6%.

Even though GDP is expected to grow by nearly 3%
in 2014 and unemployment has falien significantly in
recent years, reai wages have been stagnating since
the 1970s. Arecent OECD report ranked US sacio-
economic inequality as the fourth worst of OECD
courtries, after Chile, Mexico and Turkey.

«“To many people, what matters is not so much
inequality of Incomes put rather inequality of
cpportunities,” say the authors of the OECD report.
They believe the problems are structural and will not
be solved by an economic recovery. instead, policy
changes are needed to improve education, to build
the skills needed for & changing, more technologicel
workplace ang, espedially, {o reform tax and benefit
policies, which are the most “direct and powerful
instrumenis io redistribute income,” says the repott.
A2013 Pew study on American aftitudes a

that, while 48% of Americans befieved the US was the
greatest country in the world, only 32% of millenniais
had this view.




But is America really in decling? After all, the
American Dream has never worked for gveryone.

in the past few decades, anii-discriimination palicies
have been created {0 remove the glass ceiling for
disadvantaged groups. Yet whites still enjoy greater
social mobility than blacks. Only 17% of black
children born o middle-incame families exceed their
parenis’ iNCOMES, compared io %7% of white ohiidren
in the same income group, according to a report by
the Brookings Institution, 2 policy organization in
Washington, DC.
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y However, the American Dream remains fundamental
1o America's sense of self. Itis an ideal that says fhe
highest human achievement is to do cne's best. “This
is why ambition, seif-promotion, SUCCess and beaiing

the odds are so highly yalued in America,” says
intercultural and diversity expert Melissa Lamson.

Lamson adds that pride in these values is what unites

Americans across &l tevels of society.
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in one sign of renewel, US mayors have stepped in

where federal politics have failed. The US Conference

of Mayors, an organization that represents city

leaders, recently formed a task force to fight inequality
in their cities. “We recognize that rising inequality and

declining opportunity are threats to oul fundamental
values and io the nation's econcmic growth,” the
mayors said in a press statemnent. More than 30
mayors have promised to secuie hetfter wages,
improve early childhood educetion and expand
internet access for low-ncome residents, as well as
make their cities beffer places fo live ift.
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» In south Texas, another local inffietive i biinging
jobs and growth, this #ime to the Eagle F ord shale
region, the heart of America's shale ges and ofl
boom. “We want {0 make sure we getine most
out of this boom,” says Thomas Tunstell, research

 director at the institute for Economic Development
of the University of Texas in San Antonio. Tunstall
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is working with the Eagle Ford Shale Consortium,

a group of city and county officials, businesses and
research organizations set up 1o boost development
in the region. University of Texas studies show that
the shale indusiry in south Texas supporis more than
116,000 fulldime jobs. Plans are to take advantage of
the boom {o develop infrastructure, by building roads,
vevitalizing downtown areas and diversifying the local
economy to atiract other forms of business

and agricufiure.

The shale revolution is a sign of hope in America —
although & controversial one —which, in some ways,
sums up the US struggle with itself. Growing energy
independence is helping fo reduce the US petroleum
srade deficit and means raduced dependence on
politically unstable suppliers in ihe Widdle East.

The boom is also atfracting US peirochemical firms
back home and penefitting the local manufacturing
secior. But opponents of fracking — which uses highty
pressurized fiquids to fracture rocks hundreds of
metres below the earih's surface fo release off and
gas — believe that the energy indusiry is insufficiently
regulated and that serious environmental damage

is being done in the process. Sharon YWilson, an
anti-fracking activist who had moved to Eagle Ford

in the 1990s fo live out what she calls her “American
Drear” in the countryside, moved away after friends
and neighbours became sick. “I's not right for firms
1o put families’ nealth at risk,” she wrote in her blog.

« Americans are beiter people than that”

George Packer, @ journafi

the only thing that never changes inihe Us are the
voices, “American veices, open, sentimental, angry ...”
As long as Americans areé raising their voices, change
and renewal will come. And, as Kwasi Enin’s casé
shows, the American Dream is still alive, evenif itis
nt particutarly well.
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) Understanding the article

Answer the questions, without referring to the article, where possible. Then discuss your answers.
1. Why is Kwasi Enin said to be an example of the American Dream?

How is Obama’s “Yes, we can!” statement connected to the American Dream?

Which country is said to be threatening the US’s position as world [eader?

How do Gracelyn Bateman’s professional expectations differ to those of Kwasi Enin?

How do the economic statistics for 2014 look?

o o~ ® N

According to the Pew study, are Americans in their 20s and 30s more or less positive about their home
country than all Americans?

7. What does the article say about the difference in social mobility between whites and blacks?
8. Which characteristics are highly valued by Americans?
9. What, according to the article, are the positive and negative sides of fracking?

10. Is the American Dream an impossible dream?

Find the following expressions in the article.

1. eight higher education institutes in the US that have a particularly good reputation (3 words, para 1)
despite the probability of something happening being very low (3 words, para 3)

been badly affected by something (2 words, para 4)

grows in importance (2 words, para 4)

gradually decreasing in importance (2 words, para 10)

knowing yourself and having self-confidence (3 words, para 11)

try as hard as you can to achieve something (3 words, para 11)

succeeding despite difficulties or conditions that make success unlikely (3 words, para 11)
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states what something or someone is like (2 words, para 14)

10. speaking out about things that are important (3 words, para 15)

Do you think you would have a better chance of a good career, a healthy life and a good standard
of living if you moved to the US? Why? Why not?

If you're living in the US, do you think you have a better chance of a good career, a healthy life and
a good standard of living because you live in the US?




Webguest

Search the internet to complete the fast fact file about the USA.

United States: fast facts

Official name: the United States of America
Government: constitution-based federal republic
Capital: (1)
President: (2)

Population: (3) million

Unemployment: (4) %

Inflation: (5) %

Main trading partners: Canada, China, Mexico, Japan and (6)

Main ethnic groups: white 80%; (7) 15%; black 13%;

8) 4%, native American 1%

Main religions: (9) 51.3%:; (10) 23.9%;

Mormon 1.7%; other Christian 1.6%; Jewish 1.7%; Buddhist 0.7%; Muslim 0.6%
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adjective adverb
(+ opposite) (+ opposite)




