CPI2
THE UK AND IRELAND
BBC COAST: The Coast of Northern Ireland
Youtube : BBC Coast of Northern Ireland, part 6 of 7. (Advance to 3:40)
The Giant’s Causeway

1. Who invented the myth of the Giant’s Causeway, and why? Locals, as they realised geology didn’t sell so they needed a different marketing ploy to make it a top tourist attraction.
2. Explain the legend of the Giant’s Causeway. Include the words below:

corner

giant
challenge
swim

causeway
lost
scared

tore up

fled

In the green corner was an Irish giant, in the blue corner, a Scottish giant. The Irish giant issued a challenge to the Scottish giant, but the latter refused to swim over from Scotland for the fight. So, the Irish giant built him a causeway. The Scottish giant accepted the challenge, but lost the fight. Scared that the Irish giant would follow him, he tore up most of the causeway as he fled.
3. What decision was taken regarding the Giant’s Causeway in 1986? It was designated a World Heritage Site by the United Nations.
4. Complete this geological explanation of how the Giant’s Causeway was formed:

“60 million years ago, the land was ravaged by volcanic activity. Cracks appeared in the ground and lava spewed up, filling up the river valleys with great pools of this cooling lava. It cooled evenly and slowly, cracking on its surface like drying mud, and the cracks ran down through it as well, producing the columns that we see today.”
5. What significant event happened in 1995? How does this affect the Giant’s Causeway? The Irish ceasefire was signed. The number of tourists has tripled and will soon reach 1 million a year.
6. What are local developers proposing to do? To pay for a new visitors’ centre, if they can add hotels, holiday villages and golf courses too.
7. How do local people feel about these proposals? Some would like to see more economic benefit from the Causeway, as they need to earn their living. Conservationists are against the idea.
8. Which two “giants” are “battling at the Causeway” now? Development and conservation.
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1. What are “strands”? Long, sandy beaches.
2. What nickname is given to the seaside town Portrush? Northern Ireland’s Blackpool.
3. What is the Northwest 200? An annual motorcycle race along the coast road.
4. The Magilligan foreland is described as “a seemingly tranquil setting which has rarely been free of violence”. What reminders of past violence can be seen here? A tower to keep the French at bay during the Napoleonic wars; Magilligan prison, which formerly housed Northern Ireland’s paramilitary prisoners.
5. When did the cross-border ferry service open? Who are the main users? In 2002. Mainly used by Northerners, going over the border to fill up their tanks where petrol is cheaper.
