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Document 1 : Execution fuels row over death penalty

Opponents say case of Troy Davis is a wake-
up call to US politicians.

Ed Pilkington Jackson, Georgia

In statistical terms, it may have been just another
execution. But, on the morning after the death by
lethal injection of Troy Davis, there was no sign that
the controversy over the case would be buried with
him.

Davis was sent to his death despite a mass of
evidence that left his 1991 conviction in doubit,
including recantations from seven of the nine key
witnesses at his trial for the murder of a police officer.

The execution has provoked an extraordinary
outpouring of protest in Georgia, at the supreme court
and White House in Washington, and in cities around
the world. Relatives of Davis and civil rights leaders
across the south vowed to fight on with the campaign
to have the death penalty abolished. Richard Dieter,
director of the Death Penalty Information Centre, said
it was a clear wake-up call to politicians across the US.

“They weren’t expecting such passion from people
in opposition to the death penalty,” he said. “There’s a
widely held perception that all Americans are united
in favour of executions, but this message came across
loud and clear that many people are not happy with it.”

Brian Evans of Amnesty, which led the campaign
to spare Davis’s life, said that there was a groundswell
in America of people “who are tired of a justice
system that is inhumane and inflexible and allows
executions where there is clear doubt about guilt”.
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He predicted the debate would now be conducted
with renewed energy.

Martina Correia, Davis’s sister, who kept vigil at
the prison until the end, said that a movement had
been formed that would transcend her brother’s
death. Sitting in a wheelchair as she battles cancer,
she said: “If you can get millions of people to stand
up against this, we can end the death penalty.”

But so far national politicians have refrained from
entering the debate. White House press secretary Jay
Carney said: “It is not appropriate for the president
of the United States to weigh in on specific cases like
this one, which is a state prosecution.”

Rick Perry, the leading contender for the Repu-
blican nomination and a strong supporter of the death
penalty, has made no public statement on the Davis
case. His presence in the Republican race guarantees
that the issue of capital punishment will remain in the
spotlight in a way it hasn’t for years.

Davis was executed for the 1989 murder of Mark
MacPhail, who was working off duty as a security
guard when he intervened to help a homeless person
being attacked. Davis was implicated by another
man, Sylvester Coles. But key witnesses have come
forward to say their evidence was wrong, and others
have testified under oath that Coles was the killer.

Raphael Warnock, pastor of the Ebenezer Baptist
church in Atlanta, where Martin Luther King had
his ministry, said: “Through this, America is being
transformed. This is one of those watershed moments
when a human evil and injustice that is part of the
norm suddenly becomes questioned and challenged.”

The Guardian Weekly, September 30th 2011.
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Document 3 :

Two Gallup poll charts on opinions in the United States

October 13, 2011
Are you in favor of the death penalty for a person convicted of murder?
1936-2011 trend
----- % In favor —— % Opposed
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November 8, 2010
If you could choose between the following two approaches, which do you think is the better penalty for murder?
————— % The death penalty

% Life imprisonment, with absolutely no possibility of parole
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~ Travail préparatoire
Comprendre et reformuler T
P
1. Vocabulaire des textes :
to fuel a row attiser une controverse d
a controversy une polémique :
controversial (adj.) polémique «
recantation rétractation ¢
a witness to/the key-witness un témoin de/le témoin principal s
an outpouring of protest un déluge de protestations :
to fight on continuer la lutte -
a wake-up call : un avertissement I
a groundswell of people une lame de fond/un mouvement de masse I
to stand up against s’élever contre i
to refrain from +-ing s’abstenir de : :
to weigh in on peser dans
to make a public statement faire une déclaration publique :
to remain in the spotlight rester sous les feux de la rampe/d’actualité -
to implicate impliquer, compromettre b
to come forward , se présenter comme :
to testify under oath témoigner sous serment I
watershed moments moments décisifs :
| |
F
2. Réformulation des idées-clés ;-
Article 1: :
Execution fuels row over death penalty P
Opponents say case of Troy Davis is a wake-up call to US politicians |
In statistical terms, it may have been just an.otfher' execution. R e T I
But, on the morning after the death by lethal injection of Troy | . : Vv
Davis, there was no sign that the controversy over the case Zkas g {he e
would be buried with him. i s ot et

Davis was sent to his death despite a mass of evidence that left
his 1991 conviction in doubt, including recantations from | 7roy Davis was executed despite

seven of the nine key witnesses at his trial for the murder of a | evidence of his possible innocence.
police officer.

| ——y = | g gt ——
0 & et
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fiche de civilisation
La peine de mort aux Etats-Unis

Abolition et réintroduction : aprés avoir été jugée contraire au 8° amendement
a la Constitution qui interdit tout chatiment cruel ou exceptionnel et donc
suspendue par la Cour Supréme en 1972, la peine de mort fut rétablie en
1976.

Utilisation : a ce jour elle reste utilisée par deux-tiers des états, soit 33 états
sur 50.

Raison d’étre : les principaux arguments pour le maintien de la peine de
mort sont que le chatiment supréme est la seule réponse proportionnée au
crime supréme, le meurtre; qu’elle a un effet dissuasif; qu’elle supprime le
risque de récidive.

Inégalités raciales : la peine de mort frappe de fagon disproportionnée les
minorités, noires ou hispaniques. En effet, 42 % des prisonniers des couloirs
de la mort sont noirs, alors qu’ils ne représentent que 12 % de la population;
un Noir qui a tué un Blanc a bien plus de risques d’étre condamné a mort que
I’inverse.

Inégalités territoriales : de plus en plus d’états ’ont suspendue ou ont
imposé un moratoire, mais d’autres continuent a I’appliquer réguliérement :
en 2007, 60 % des exécutions ont eu lieu dans le seul état du Texas. D’autre
part, les peines varient énormément d’état a état, et méme selon le comté ou
I’on est jugé.

Inégalités d’application : en Californie par exemple, seuls 6 a 8 % des
prisonniers éligibles a la peine capitale sont effectivement condamnés a mort
mais certains crimes ont des taux de 100 % ou presque (comme les meurtres
de policiers ou d’enfants) alors que la loi ne fait aucune différence entre la
qualité des victimes.

Coiit : la peine de mort coiite cher au contribuable car les peines ne sont pas
immédiatement exécutées (ex : Troy Davis (doc 1) a attendu 22 ans dans les
couloirs de la mort) et d’autre part, elle est précédée d’une série d’appels en
justice tres colteux, qui font que cela revient 10 fois plus cher de condamner
quelqu’un & mort que de le condamner a la perpétuité. En Californie par
exemple, le colt total par execution est estimé a 250 millions de dollars.

Erreurs judiciaires : 125 condamnés a mort ont été relachés entre 1976 et
2008, innocentés grace a un test ADN ou pour manque de preuves ou encore
vice de procédure.

Nouvelles épreuves d'anglais

‘cruel and unusual
punishment’

an eye for an eye;

to act as a deterrent;
to eliminate the risk
of re-offending

to impose a
moratorium on
executions

cop killers are
among the most
likely to be executed

to be on death row

the different stages
include: pre-trial,

Jury selection, trial,
automatic appeals,

clemency procedures

a miscarriage ‘
of justice

a DNA exoneration/

a DNA test :
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