GLOSSARY:
Band: group of people organized together. There are 630 native bands in Canada, some economically poor and some quite prosperous. 

Brandon: city in Manitoba

Cone: a dry fruit of a tree with scales (écailles) enclosing seeds (graines)

Coyotes: small animals related to the American wolf – The Coyote State (Le Dakota du Sud)

Cut bank: rising ground at the edge of a river

Indians: Canada's native or indigenous peoples (nations) consist of :
1) Indians (there are nearly 700,000 status Indians, recognized as Indian by the federal government, as well as non-status Indians, to equal more than one million of at least partial ancestry)
2) Inuit (there are about 50,480 [2008])
3) Metis (there are about 451,795 in the 2011 census [recensement])

They are represented in Canada by the Assembly of First Nations (status Indians) and the Native Council of Canada (non-status and Metis). Some native people prefer to be called First Nations to indicate that they were originally separate nations.

Scalps: an ancient way of counting the dead of the enemy in war

LOOKING AT LANGUAGE:

Allegory: a story, play, picture, etc. in which each character or event is a symbol representing an idea or a quality, such as truth, evil, death, etc. 

Cultural discussion
1) Could this story be an allegory? What do you think the purpose of this story was when it was first told, long ago? What values of native peoples does this story convey? 
2) Were you surprised that the widow was allowed to stay in the camp alone? What does this tell you about this band? About women's roles and rights? 
3) Some native women were allowed to become warriors if they so wished. What do you think of this practice? 
4) The widow received many offers of marriage. What do you suppose the widow looked for in a husband? What do you look for in a husband/wife? 
5) Can you remember an allegory from your first culture? Is the literature of your first language being preserved? 

Essay writing
In a paragraph, describe what the woman does and why it is heroic. Use the present tense (often used by critics when discussing fiction) or the past tense. Be consistent. 
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