CPI2P2
How to prepare a conversation based on a text.

“Escaping to Canada ?”

Summary

This text, appearing the Vocable magazine of 1st-14th September 2016, originally appeared in the East Bay Times, an American national daily. The writer humorously targets US citizens who are considering moving to Canada in view of the next US Presidential Election.

The first three paragraphs reveal that many Americans are considering moving to Canada, following the results of the primary elections of seven US states (Super Tuesday). Apparently, Google searches including the words “how to move to Canada” increased dramatically just after the polls closed, and Canada’s immigration website crashed.

The writer proceeds by warning US citizens considering immigration to Canada that the move might not be as easy as they would expect, for both bureaucratic and cultural reasons. For example, priority is given to people who have already found work in Canada or who have specific skills that are in demand (for example, accountants, engineers, nurses..among others). A regular visa can take two months to process. Being able to speak both English and French are an advantage. Six-month visas can be renewed if you return to the States first or you can apply for permanent residency, or eventually, citizenship, for which you must take a test.
There is a brief reminder that as a Canadian citizen you would belong to a constitutional monarchy, of which Queen Elizabeth II is the head.
The rest of the text deals with numerous cultural differences between the US and Canada, ranging from popular sports and chain stores to food and drink. (Give one or two examples).Moreover, the writer points out differences in vocabulary and pronunciation that could be confusing (give one or two examples). 

To conclude, the writer humorously suggests that if, in spite of being prepared for all the above, Canada does not really suit you, the US will welcome you back, as it loves its eccentric Canadian cousins!

Vocabulary and expressions

Disenfranchised (para 3) = deprived of the right to vote

Expedited (para 5) = accelerated

White collar (para 6) = describes a non-manual worker

Dishy (para 10) = good-looking, attractive

To be hard-pressed (para 11) = to have difficulty

Questions

1. Do you think many Americans will actually move to Canada after the next Presidential election? Why (not)?
2. Do you think this article is useful for Americans who are considering moving to Canada? Why (not)?

3. Are there any aspects of Canadian culture mentioned in the article that you would find difficult to adapt to?

4. Do you think that political disenchantment could be a reason for you to move to another country?

5. How do you imagine Canada’s citizenship test? What do you think a citizenship test should be like?
