CPI2	IRELAND DIVIDED		Background to the Troubles
Read the questions below. Your teacher will give you a short text which will enable you to answer the questions in one of the sections. Read the text carefully and write your answers. 
Give the text back to the teacher. Talk to your classmates to get the information you need to answer the remaining questions.

The Irish War of Independence
1. What happened in Ireland in 1919? 
2. What was the RIC? 
3. Why did the Irish Republican Army (IRA) attack the RIC? 
4. What is meant by “guerrilla tactics”? 
5. Who were the Black and Tans, and why were they so named? 
6. What was decided by the 1921 treaty? 
Irish Civil War
1. How many counties make up Northern Ireland? 
2. Did the majority of Irish people agree with the division of Ireland into two parts? 
3. Who won the Civil War, those in favour or those against the 1921 treaty? 
4. What new name was given to the Irish Free State? 
Unrest in Northern Ireland
1. What positive changes took place in Northern Ireland between 1945 and 1965? 
2. Who were the Unionists and how did they get their name? 
3. Which citizens of the North felt they were being treated unfairly and why? 
4. Who was John Hume? 
The 1960s
1. What acts of violence were committed in cities such as Belfast and Derry during the 60s? 
2. Which event drew international attention to the Northern Ireland Troubles? 
3. Why was the British army sent to Northern Ireland? 
4. How did Catholic groups feel about the British army presence in 1968?
Violence in the 1970s and 1980s
1. Who became typical targets of the Provisional IRA murders of the 70s and 80s? 
2. What is meant by “sectarian” killings? 
3. What happened on Bloody Sunday? 
4. What is “direct rule” and when was it implemented? 
Peace Agreements
1. What happened in 1985? 
2. How did this affect the way Northern Ireland was ruled? 
3. What is meant by “the IRA ceasefire” and how long did it last? 
4. What was the Belfast Agreement? 
5. What is meant by “power-sharing”? 

The Omagh bombing
1. What happened in Omagh on 15th August 1998? 
2. Who was blamed for the event? 
3. How many people were killed? 
4. Who were the victims? 
5. What did President Clinton do later that year? 

