
The Irish War of Independence
In 1919, a war began against the British forces in Ireland. This war was called the War of Independence. The Irish Republican Army (IRA) wanted to force the British out of Ireland. They began to attack the Royal Irish Constabulary (RIC), the police force in Ireland, because they were seen as supporting British rule and British law. The IRA burned their barracks and captured their arms. Many members of the police force were killed, and others resigned. 


The IRA also fought British soldiers using guerrilla tactics. This meant that they attacked the British soldiers by surprise and then escaped quickly before they could be caught. The British government sent more forces to Ireland. One group was known as the Black and Tans because of their uniforms. The Black and Tans often punished the local population and because of this they were feared and hated by ordinary civilians. The IRA fought against them.
[bookmark: comp00004c410ea500000005fb2089]In 1921, a truce was called and treaty talks took place in London to try to find a way of ending the war. Michael Collins and Arthur Griffith were among the Irish representatives at the talks. In December 1921, a treaty was signed which soon brought about a new country called the Irish Free State. It was decided that the new state would be made up of twenty-six of the thirty-two Irish counties.




Irish Civil War
In 1921, Ireland was divided into two parts; the twenty-six counties in the Irish Free State and the six counties in Northern Ireland. This area became known as Northern Ireland and today it is still part of the United Kingdom. 
[bookmark: comp00004c410ea500000006002089]Most Irish people supported the new arrangement however there were also many people who didn’t agree with the division of Ireland into two parts. A civil war broke out between the people who were in favour of the treaty and those who were against it. In the end, the people who fought in favour of the treaty won the civil war.
In 1937 the Irish Free State was renamed Éire. In 1949, Éire became a republic. Northern Ireland continued to be part of Britain.






Unrest in Northern Ireland
Between 1945 and 1965, thousands of new houses were built in the north of Ireland and a good health system was introduced. People could get free dental services and free medical services.
However, not everyone was happy in the 1950s and 1960s due to the way in which Northern Ireland was being governed. At the time Northern Ireland had two main groups of people living in it. The Ulster Protestants were one group and they wanted the North to remain part of the United Kingdom. They were called Unionists because they wanted to keep the union with Britain. The other group was smaller and made up only about a third of the population of the North. They were the Catholics. Many of the Catholics, though not all of them, wanted to break the union with Britain.
Not all of the citizens of the North of Ireland found that they were treated equally. In many cases, better jobs and housing were given to people from the larger population, who were the Protestant or loyalist group. Many Catholics wanted to be treated more fairly. In the 1960s, they began to look for better rights called civil rights. A man called John Hume was one of the leaders of the civil rights movement. However, the government tried to stop the movement from growing.





The 1960s
In October 1968, the Royal Ulster Constabulary (RUC) police officers baton-charged a civil rights demonstration in Derry. Television pictures of this event were shown around the world and this made people interested in the situation in Northern Ireland. 
[bookmark: comp00004c410ea500000006ab2089]During the 1960s and 1970s, there were many disturbances on the streets of cities such as Belfast and Derry. There was also much violence. Mobs sometimes attacked certain areas, and families were burned out of their homes. The RUC police force found that they were not able to keep control. However, many Catholics felt they were not doing enough to protect Catholic areas.
In August 1968, the British Army was sent in to keep the fighting groups apart. It was hoped that the troops would bring order back to the North of Ireland. At first, they did bring some order and the troops were welcomed by Catholic groups in the beginning. However, from the late 1960s, there were many murders, disturbances and bombings in the North of Ireland.



Violence in the 1970s and 1980s
In the 1970s and 1980s, a group in favour of Northern Ireland joining the Republic started bombings and tried to remove British troops and British rule in Northern Ireland. This group was called the Provisional IRA. Many people were killed or maimed in the bomb blasts. Other groups like the Ulster Defence Force (UDA) fought the IRA and the nationalist population. These groups carried out terrible shootings and killings. People were murdered just because they were from a certain religious group. These killings are called sectarian killings. Other people were murdered because they were members of the RUC police force, or in the British army, or just because they worked for the security forces.
On Sunday, 30th January 1972, British troops fired on protesters in Derry, in an area called the Bogside. This day became known as Bloody Sunday. Twenty-seven civil rights marchers were shot and thirteen died. Many of these victims were teenagers caught up in the civil rights rally. The army reported that they had shot at protesters who were armed, however witnesses later gave evidence to say that those who were shot were unarmed. Bloody Sunday was an event which caused terrible suffering and sadness amongst those who lost loved ones. It also led to an increase in violence as people attacked the army and committed revenge killings.
Following Bloody Sunday in 1972, the British Government took power away from the Northern Ireland Government and began to rule the North directly from London. This was called direct rule. The year 1972 was the worst year of the troubles in Northern Ireland. In that year, 470 people were killed and there were almost 2,000 bombings. People began to think that war in the North of Ireland would never end.

Peace Agreements
In 1985, the British and Irish governments agreed to cooperate to find some solution to the violence in the North. The Anglo-Irish Agreement was signed in 1985 by the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom, Margaret Thatcher, and the Taoiseach of the Irish Republic, Dr. Garreth Fitzgerald. For the first time, the Republic of Ireland was given some say in how Northern Ireland should be ruled. Some groups in the North, particularly the unionists, were very unhappy with this agreement in the beginning, however the 1985 Anglo-Irish Agreement did help to build peace in Ireland. 
In 1993, the Irish Taoiseach, Albert Reynolds, and the British Prime Minister, John Major, made another agreement called the Downing Street Declaration. 
The IRA stopped all violence from August 1994 to February 1996. This was known as the IRA ceasefire. Loyalist groups also agreed to stop all violence. During this ceasefire, the military groups in the North began to look for other ways of settling their differences about how the North of Ireland should be ruled.
In 1998, a peace agreement between groups of politicians in the North was signed. It became known as the Belfast Agreement. It has also been called the Good Friday Agreement because it was agreed on Good Friday of Easter week in 1998. In the Belfast Agreement, it was agreed that the union between Northern Ireland and the United Kingdom would remain in place as long as the majority of the people in Northern Ireland wanted it. It was also agreed that the North would be governed by representatives of both the unionist and the nationalist sides. This is now known as power–sharing. It meant that Unionist and Nationalist politicians agreed to run a large amount of the Northern Ireland government together by becoming members of the new assembly in Stormont Castle in Belfast.

The Omagh Bombing
Not everybody in the north of Ireland was happy with the peace agreement in 1998. Some wanted to continue to fight and use violence to get what they wanted. One group carried out a car bombing in the town of Omagh, County Tyrone on 15th August 1998. The bombing has been blamed on a group who opposed the Belfast Agreement. This group are known as the Real Irish Republican Army.
The bomb attack caused a terrible massacre in Omagh. Twenty-nine people were killed as a result of the bomb. Many of those who died were school children and young students. The youngest victim, Maura Monaghan, was only eighteen months old.   About 220 people were injured in the bombing in Omagh; many of them were seriously injured. The bombing was condemned by people in Ireland and all over the world.
In 1998, President Clinton made a second visit to the North. He met many people who had lost relatives in the Omagh bomb attack or who had been injured that day. He later unveiled a plaque to honour the victims. 

