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AUSTRALIA, NEW ZEALAND, SOUTH AFRICA
Australian English

The origin of Australian English

The English-speaking Australia and New Zealand are two of the youngest nations in the world. The first Europeans who took their residence in Australia came 205 years ago. They did not come because they wanted to. Australia was founded as a penal colony. 

They were eventually followed by voluntary immigrants. So far, Australians with British ancestors have made up the predominant part of the population. Among them, the area where a modern-day Australian can most probably find his ancestors is the region around London. The second important group of immigrants were Irish, mainly responsible for the huge number of Catholics in Australia compared with Britain (30.4% in 1851). 

According to Hammarström (1980), Australian pronunciation is more or less the same as  Cockney of the late 18th century. Since then, it has developed independently (it missed the Received Pronunciation contact arising in Britain in the 19th century), and, like most exported languages, it has developed conservatively. Indeed, Australian English is different from any accent existing in England. 

Australianisms

Most of the Australian specialties in vocabulary derive from English local dialects. "On the other hand, in recent years the influence of American English has been apparent... Thus we find American truck, elevator, and freeway alongside British petrol, boot (of a car) and tap." The number of Aboriginal words in Australian English is quite small and is confined to the namings of plants (like bindieye and calombo), trees (like boree, banksia, quandong and mallee), birds (like currawong, galah and kookaburra), animals (like wallaby and wombat) and fish (like barramindi). As in North America , when it comes to place-names the Aboriginal influence has been much greater: with a vast continent to name, about a third of all Australian place-names are Aboriginal..
Comprehension

1. Why did the first Europeans come to Australia ?

2. Where do most Australian’s ancestors come from ?
3. Which British accent is the Australian accent most similar to ?

4. True or false ? Most Australian vocabulary comes from American English.

5. True or false ? Aboriginal words in Australian English are mainly associated with nature.

6. True or false ? Most Australian place names come from Aboriginal words.
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Australian vocabulary

Brush up on your Aussie words and discover the meaning of famous expressions and phrases supplied by the Australian National Dictionary Centre at the Australian National University.
Match the following words to the definitions below. 

Pom

snag

bludger


bung

dag

economic rationalism

Broken, exhausted, out of action 'The TV's ________.' It comes from bang, meaning 'dead', which was first recorded in 1841 in the Yagara Aboriginal language of the Brisbane region. The word found its way into nineteenth-century Australian pidgin, where the phrase to go ________ meant 'to die'. By the end of the nineteenth century, the present sense of the word had developed.
A person who does not do a fair share of work and who exploits the work of others. The word comes from the British slang word ___________, shortened from bludgeoner, a prostitute's pimp, so named because he carried a bludgeon, presumably to ensure payment. In Australia, __________ came to be applied to anyone who did not pull his or her weight.
A person who is unkempt, unfashionable or lacking in social skills. The word _______ also means a lump of matted wool and dung hanging from a sheep's rear. This sense probably led to the meaning 'unkempt', and then to the broader meanings 'unfashionable' and 'socially unacceptable'. It was first recorded in 1891.

An approach to economic management that allows market forces, such as supply and demand, to direct the economy. This approach typically adopts privatisation, deregulation, 'user pays' and low public spending. Most Australians are surprised to discover that this is an Australian term.
A British person. Also “_______my”. First recorded in 1912, the term was originally applied to an immigrant from Britain, and was formed by rhyming slang. A British immigrant was called a pommygrant, from the red fruit pomegranate, perhaps referring to the complexion of the new arrivals, which was then abbreviated to ________my and __________. Although some argue otherwise, it is not an acronym of prisoner of mother England.
A sausage. In Australia and elsewhere _________ has a number of meanings, including 'a submerged tree stump', 'an unexpected drawback', and more recently a 'sensitive new age guy'. But in Australia, a _________ is also a 'sausage', a sense that probably comes from the British dialect word _________, 'a morsel, a light meal'.

	


	

	


	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


	

	



