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SOUTH AFRICA 

The Life of Nelson Mandela 
 
 

1. When was Nelson Mandela born ?  
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
2. ANC is short for: 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
3. When did Nelson Mandela become head of the ANC’s Youth Wing ? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
4. When did the South African Government ban the African National Congress ?  
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
5. How much time did Nelson Mandela spent in the notorious Robben Island prison ? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
6. When was Nelson Mandela finally released from prison ?  
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
7. When was he elected as president of South Africa? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
8. How long did he serve as President of South Africa? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
9. What did Nelson Mandela do on his 80th birthday? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
10. When did Nelson Mandela win the Nobel Peace Prize? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
11. When did Nelson Mandela retire? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
12. Quote 3 adjectives describing Mandela. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 



CPI2  ENGLISH 2018 
 

  2 

13. What subject did he study at university? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
14. What activity did he do after college? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
15. What was Mandela’s noticeable action when he became leader of the ANC military 
wing? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
16. Why did he refuse the government’s proposal to set him free? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
17. Why did Mandela gain international respect during his presidency? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
18. What did Mandela share with De Klerk? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
19. Name two of the last causes he fought for. (2 points) 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 


