WALABRINICR a discursive essay

T0A Look at statements -3, Write one reason for and one resson
against each statement. Give examples.

The media should be froe o wamine the prvate lives of public fipres.

3 The intemet is the most relable sowts of news and information.

B Work in groups and compare your idcas.

TTA Read the essay and snswer the quastions.
I Which of the topics in bxerdse 10A s it about!
2 Do you agroe with tha wiiter's point of viaw!

3 Can you think of a good titk for the essay!

These duys the media is full of stories of culebrities” privase lives: their
rclationships, rows, problems with weight and so on. In fact, the public
seemes to have a never-cuading appetite for this type of goasip.

It could be argwed that celebeities invite publicity, for instance by giving
itsberviews or welcoming the media into thear homes, despite knowmg
this will keave them opeo to publk: attendion. Therefore, 1t is hypocritical
for them to complain when the media shows interest in other aspects of
tiyeir lives. Also, celebiitics are influcatial role modele to many people and
beczuse of this, therr private lives should be open to public examisation.
Additionally, the public have the vight o know about the rich and famous
simee it is our money that supports therm, through sales of tickets, DV D
amd music downloads.

Howcever, there are several reasons why celebrities dessmve g cortain
level of privacy. Fistly, while some people actively seek fame, others do
not. For example, a person might want to be 2 great tennis player but not
wish Lo suller media mtrusien mio their oc their family s peivate lives.
Secandly, although reporters inight clain s fem i$ “in the public mterest”
ofien, in fact, they are mone interested n selling @ sensational story than
i Investiguting something of penuine importancs, Lastly, the tnwelcome
atteations of reporters and photogrupbers can put celebrities under great
stress or sometimes cven in danges. Just think of Michacl Jackson or
Princess Dy,

On balanee, 1 believe that celebritics have the right to the same kind
of privacy as anyone efse. Just becanse, on some ovcestons, they mvite
mterest, often in onder o publicise their work or please thesr fans, Uis does
Dot mesm thatt, an other occasions, ey should not be able W sy “no”,

Positive imapes of celebrities in the media have a good effect on poople.

B Read the essay agaln and underline the correct alternative.

The introductory paragrash explans wiry the wpic & of interss / pives
the wiiter’s obimian abot the (o,

[N

Paragraph two gives points fov / for anid apoist the ides,

L

arpraph three gives points qeaist / for and opainst the idea

o

The condusion asks the reader’s / gives the woter's opinion.

BTCONRION ;sc inkers of contrast

T2A Look at sentences 1-4, Circle the linker

which Is used to show a contrasting idea.

| Celebrities invite publicty@espitednowing
this will leave them open te public attention,

1 ‘Whie some people seek fame, cthers neyer
vaant or plan for ic

3 Although a repoiter might claim that o story
i 'in the public imerest’, often tey are moce
nterested in selling a sensational story.

4 However, there are o numbes of ressons
why celebrities deserye o sympathy,

B Work in pairs and answer the questions,
I What punctuation folicws However?
Which form follows despite?

In sentences 1, 2 and 3, which is tha main

chusge?

4 Dothehnkersin [, 2 and 3 inroduce the
main clause or U subordinabe douse’

C Use the linkers in brackets fo connect the
ideas in two different ways.

b some calebritics are good role models
for young people / others set a negative
example
(however, although)
2 anonymously published mternat neves is
wrelzble / many people rely on it s a rmain
source of information
(despite, while)
false repors of celebrily deths are corrmon
/ some people still be:
(while, howover)

w

we themn

4 the scandal damaged his reputation / he stil
has milions of fans
{(akthough, despite)

13A Write notes for the four sactions of a
discursive essay on one of the other topics In
Exercise 10A.

A discursive (or for and against”)

s different from an opinion essay. in an
opinion essay, the writer starts out by
stating his/her opindon; in a discursive

=3y, the writer gives a balanced view and
in the conchsion can either state his/her
opinion or give a sumenary of beth sides of
the argument. Chack the notes you have
made to see that your introduction and
conclusion are appropeiats.

B Write the essay (250-300 words).




