CPI 2
AUSTRALIA
What images spring to mind when you think of Australia? Have you ever been there? Would you like to go?

You are going to listen to Rebecca talking about her home country, Australia. Are the statements below true or false?

1. Rebecca doesn’t go to Sydney very often.

2. It’s common to hear five or six different languages being spoken around you.

3. Multiculturalism is evident all over the country.

4. Rebecca appreciates the emptiness of the natural landscapes.

5. Australia’s jungles are located in the south.

6. Rebecca has never been to the Barrier Reef.
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Vocabulary

Listen again and note the words Rebecca uses that correspond to the definitions below.

a) the type of family, social position, or culture that someone comes from
b) an area of land where people do not live or grow crops and where there are no buildings
c) a motor vehicle used for living in on holidays. It is smaller than a caravan.

d) To swim under water using a tube that fits in your mouth so that you can breathe.
“Camels, koalas and kangaroos” (from elllo interview 721)


Rebecca talks about Australian wildlife. Listen and mark the statements below true or false.
1. Camels are native Australian animals.

2. The first white people to explore Australia couldn’t use horses because it was too dry inland.

3. There are very few wild camels in the Australian desert today.

4. There is a famous camel race in western Australia each year.

5. When Rebecca cuddled a koala, it didn’t smell very nice.

6. Koalas are not generally aggressive creatures.

7. Wallabies aren’t as friendly with people as kangaroos are.
8. When Rebecca was a child, a kangaroo stole some food from her.

Now listen again and fill in the gaps.

Todd: Rebecca, I'm a ________ animal lover. I love animals and Australia has lots of wildlife and animals. I was wondering, could you talk about them and starting with, ______________ the camels? Why do you have camels? 

Rebecca: Camels are not really Australian animals but Australia's really big. It has a lot of desert in the center part of Australia so when white people first arrived in Australia, they decided to ________________ and because it's so dry, there's no water, they couldn't use horses so they _______________, but some got away and they went wild and they __________________ and now there's hundreds, maybe thousands, of camels running around wild in the desert. 

Todd: _____________, really! So these camels are just free to do whatever, like, do people try to catch them or just let them be or what's the deal? 

Rebecca: As far as I know they have no jobs, no obligations. I think they can just do what they want. No, but in the northern part of Australia, actually they have a famous camel race every year, and it's like a horse race but with camels. That's _______________. 

Todd: Cool. That would be cool to see. OK, I got to ask about the Koala. Now I heard that the Koala actually is ________________ creature. That it has sharp claws and this and that. Is that true? 

Rebecca: Yeah, something I could never really understand is why tourists want to cuddle a koala. I've never cuddled one and I don't want to because I've heard that they don't smell very nice. They're a little bit, not very friendly. Yes, they do have sharp claws and they can hurt you _________________. I think they genuinely are pretty peaceful, but I think they would rather sleep so. 

Todd: OK, and could the same be said for the kangaroo? So the kangaroo, are they these ________________ creatures or are they kind of wild and dangerous? 

Rebecca: Kangaroos are definitely wild and dangerous. I think wallabies are safer. They're smaller and usually more friendly with people. You do have to be careful especially with male kangaroos. When I was a kid I tried to feed a kangaroo but the kangaroo got a little bit _______________________ my sandwich and he pushed me over and he stole my sandwich. 

Todd: Man. Whoa. Cool. Well, it's kind of cool that a kangaroo has ______________. 

Expressions

Find expressions in the transcript which mean :

1. Tell me about this.

2. I don’t believe it!

3. a proud, confident way of behaving that some people consider rude
