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AUSTRALIA
Australian English

The origin of Australian English

The English-speaking Australia and New Zealand are two of the youngest nations in the world. The first Europeans who took their residence in Australia came 205 years ago. They did not come because they wanted to. Australia was founded as a penal colony. 

They were eventually followed by voluntary immigrants. So far, Australians with British ancestors have made up the predominant part of the population. Among them, the area where a modern-day Australian can most probably find his ancestors is the region around London. The second important group of immigrants were Irish, mainly responsible for the huge number of Catholics in Australia compared with Britain (30.4% in 1851). 

According to Hammarström (1980), Australian pronunciation is more or less the same as Cockney of the late 18th century. Since then, it has developed independently (it missed the Received Pronunciation contact arising in Britain in the 19th century), and, like most exported languages, it has developed conservatively. Indeed, Australian English is different from any accent existing in England. 

Australianisms

Most of the Australian specialties in vocabulary derive from English local dialects. "On the other hand, in recent years the influence of American English has been apparent... Thus we find American truck, elevator, and freeway alongside British petrol, boot (of a car) and tap." The number of Aboriginal words in Australian English is quite small and is confined to the namings of plants (like bindieye and calombo), trees (like boree, banksia, quandong and mallee), birds (like currawong, galah and kookaburra), animals (like wallaby and wombat) and fish (like barramindi). As in North America , when it comes to place-names the Aboriginal influence has been much greater: with a vast continent to name, about a third of all Australian place-names are Aboriginal.
Comprehension

1. Why did the first Europeans come to Australia ?

2. Where do most Australians’ ancestors come from ?

3. Which British accent is the Australian accent most similar to ?

4. True or false ? Most Australian vocabulary comes from American English.

5. True or false ? Aboriginal words in Australian English are mainly associated with nature.

6. True or false ? Most Australian place names come from Aboriginal words.
These are the best-known Australianisms in the English-speaking world. Can you match the Australian English terms on the left with the World Standard English terms on the right ?
	Australian English
	World Standard English

	1. amber
	a) genuine, true

	2. arvo
	b) man

	3. barbie
	c) beer 

	4. barrack
	d) lazy person, layabout 

	5. beaut
	e) ill

	6. bloke
	f) cheer 

	7. bludger
	g) afternoon

	8. chook
	h) Australia 

	9. clobber
	i) great 

	10. crook
	j) woman 

	11. dinkum
	k) chicken 

	12. evo
	l) clothes 

	13. G'day
	m) evening 

	14. lolly
	n) information 

	15. nana
	o) hello 

	16. oil
	p) sweet (BrE), candy (AmE)

	17. Oz
	q) barbecue 

	18. sheila
	r) sausage

	19. snag
	s) banana 


Sample Text in Australian English
Try to rewrite the text below in World Standard English. Some words and expressions you may have to guess from the context!

I got up and put on my black daks. They are the most exy piece of my clobber as they’re my Dad’s last Chrissie prezzie. My Dad’s a bonzer bloke and I like him most of all my rellies. That’s cos I’ve got no Mum and my brother’s a bloody bludger and an ignorant ocker. We’ve never been matey with each other and I often get aggro with him.

I had a nana and a sanger for brekkie and then took my ankle biters to the kindie. In the arvo I talked to my nibs about our new Kiwi bizzo partners, and I had a snag and a durry during the smoko. In the evo I dropped in to the shop to buy some tucker and grog for the barbie we’ll have on Sunday. It’s London to a brick that no one will bring anything, we’ve agreed it would be a BYO party though.

I had a chook, some vedgies and amber for tea and then Shazza lobbed in. She looked beaut and in full feather, so she earbashed all night long. In the end I had to walk her to her unit, cos my car had gone cactus. When I was back I felt a bit crook, so I hit the sack right away.

Notes

Australian English has a unique set of diminutives formed by adding -o or -ie (-y) to the ends of (often abbreviated) words. There does not appear to be any particular pattern to which of these suffixes is used. 
Examples with the -o ending include :
abo (aborigine - now considered very offensive),
aggro (aggressive),
ambo (ambulance office),
Examples of the -ie (-y) ending include :
aggie (student of agricultural science),
Aussie (Australian),
barbie (barbeque),
Occasionally, a -za diminutive is used, usually for personal names. Barry becomes Bazza, Karen becomes Kazza and Sharon becomes Shazza.
There are also a lot of abbreviations in Australian English without any suffixes. Examples of these are the words :
beaut (great, beautiful),
BYO (Bring Your Own restaurant, party, barbecue etc),
deli (delicatessen),
You may find the glossary at the following website useful : http://www.koalanet.com.au/australian-slang.html 
