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Historical accuracy 
Vincent Hiribarren, a lecturer in world history at King's College London, notes in his review of the film for History Extra, the website of BBC History Magazine: "[The film] clearly depicted Mandela's understanding of the apartheid years. Or, at least, what he wanted to let us know. As the film is not based on Mandela's life but on Mandela's own words, criticism levelled at Mandela's autobiography can also be directed at the film."

Turning to the 1976 Soweto uprising, Hiribarren said that the film "did not spend much time evoking this pivotal event, because Mandela did not say much about Soweto in his book. The Soweto uprising was, however, instrumental in creating a new political climate in South Africa that directly led to the politicisation of many young South Africans."
On Winnie

“Mandela: Long Walk to Freedom does not shy away from difficult episodes. At the premiere screening Madikizela-Mandela was confronted with a portrayal of herself whipping up mob justice that leads to "necklacing" – in which a suspected informant has a tyre put around his neck, is doused with petrol and burned alive – and her infidelity that forces Mandela into a humiliating public announcement of their separation. But the film provides a context for her behaviour and Harris's performance holds the audience's sympathy.” Theguardian.com 

What is your opinion of Winnie Mandela (as depicted in the film)? NB: Naomie Harris’ portrayal was endorsed by Winnie Mandela herself.
Writing (This piece of work will contribute to your continuous assessment mark.)
Write your answers to the following questions about the film Mandela : Long Walk to Freedom. Please give specific reasons for your answers and support them with examples from the film.

1. Do you think the film is an effective means with which to learn more about Nelson Mandela’s life and the struggle against apartheid? Why (not)?

2. How would you rate the film in terms of entertainment value? 

NB: Marks will be given for structure (is there a logical development of ideas? Do you separate main ideas with paragraphs?), content (Do you answer the questions? Do you give specific reasons and examples?), grammatical and lexical range and accuracy (Do you use a wide vocabulary? Have you checked your work for careless mistakes, such omission of “-s” or “-ed”?).
Total number of words: approx. 500.
Deadline: Monday 25th April, 12.00 (midday).
