CPI2
IRELAND
ST PATRICK’S DAY WEBQUEST



 On the 17th March, the whole world becomes Irish. It’s the day we celebrate St Patrick’s Day in honour of Ireland’s patron saint. But who was St Patrick? And how do we celebrate his day? 
Activity 1: Who was St Patrick? 

Visit this site: http://wilstar.com/holidays/patrick.htm and read the article. Write the answers to these questions. 
1. When was St Patrick born? 

2. What legends developed about St Patrick? 

3. What is the traditional icon of the day and what does it symbolize? 
Activity 2: What is the history of St Patrick’s Day?

Visit this site: http://socyberty.com/holidays/the-history-of-st-patricks-day-parades/ and read the article. Then complete the following sentences. 

The first recorded St Patrick’s Day celebration in the USA happened in ____ _____ [1] in the year ____________ [2]. 

In 1766, the St Patrick’s Day parade in ___________ [3] was so successful that they decided to hold one every year. 

______________ [4] societies were formed by protestants in the late 1700s and early 1800s. 

These societies organised big celebrations for St Patrick’s Day, where local groups played _______________ [5] and ______________. [6] 

In the year _____________ [7], the _________________________ [8] in Ireland meant that many starving immigrants moved to America, so the Irish population there greatly increased. 
Activity 3: Irish Culture 
There are many traditions connected with St Patrick’s Day. Visit the links and investigate one of these aspects of Irish culture and report on it to the class. The questions will help you. 
Irish Blessings and Sayings 
Link: The Holiday Spot: http://www.theholidayspot.com/patrick/irish_blessings_and_sayings.htm 

Questions: 
1. What are blessings? How can you tell which of the texts are blessings? What word do they begin with? 
2. Choose one blessing and memorize it. Recite it and explain what it means. 
3. Choose one of the other sayings. Explain it to your classmates.
The Blarney Stone 
Links: The Holiday Spot: http://www.theholidayspot.com/patrick/shamrock.htm  (scroll down) 

How Stuff Works: http://people.howstuffworks.com/saint-patrick3.htm  (scroll down) 
Questions: 
1. Where is the Blarney Stone? 

2. What legend is told about the Blarney Stone? 
3. What gift does the stone give? 
4. What does "blarney" now mean? 
Leprechauns 
Link: 
The Holiday Spot: http://www.theholidayspot.com/patrick/shamrock.htm  (scroll down) 
Questions: 
1. What is a leprechaun and what does it look like? 
2. What kind of treasure do leprechauns hide from people? 

3. Why must you keep your eyes on a leprechaun if you want his treasure? 
Activity 4: Famous Irish People

Name the famous Irish people described below:
1. I was born in 1775. Also known as 'the Liberator', I forced the British to accept Catholics in the Parliament (Emancipation Act, 1829). I am __________________

2. 1759 is not my date of birth, but my beer's ! I started brewing in Dublin and now my company is a big multinational one. I am ___________________

3. Born in 1865, I am a philosopher and a bishop. My theory of perception is 'to be is to be perceived'. I am ___________________

4. Famous Irish author, born in 1882; I wrote 'Ulysses', 'Dubliners', 'Finnegans Wake'...I am ___________________

5. Born in 1906, I died in France in 1989. I was too busy 'waiting for Godot' to care about my Nobel Prize, which I refused. I am ______________________

6. I was born in 1856. Famous author of plays, among which 'Pygmalion'. I was awarded the Nobel Prize of Litterature in 1925. I am ______________________

7. I am a mathematician, physician and astronomer born in 1805. I developped the theory of Quaternions and united Optics and Dynamics. I am _______________________

8. Gulliver, my creation (1721) , loved to travel . I am ______________________

9. First woman to be President of the Republic of Ireland (1990-1997), I resigned to become High Commissioner for Human Rights. I am _____________________

10. Born in 1854, brilliant and provocating author, I wrote 'The picture of Dorian Grey'. I am ____________________
