Warmer

Make a list of ten things that you associate with Scotland.

10.

Compare your notes with other students.
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Key words

Match the words on the left with the meanings on the right. Then, read either the Yes or No article

to find and underline the key words.

Article A - Yes!

1.

o k0N

10.
11.
12.

treasury

in reserves
opposed to
technicalities

speculation

poverty

welfare

disproportionally
elect

cash grant
accountable

resources

Article B — No!

13.
14.

15.
16.
17.
18.
19.

20.

21.

22.
23.
24.

irreversible

status quo

referendum
devolution
knock-on effect
impartial

deficit

spending cuts

resonate with

barriers
push for
significant
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ideas or discussion about what might happen

details about a particular subject that are understood only by an expert
when someone does not have enough money to pay for their basic needs
against

in a bigger or smaller amount than it should be in comparison to
something else

something such as money, workers or equipment; or oil, wood, coal, efc.

money that the government gives for a specific purpose, which does not
need o be paid back

choose someone by voting so that they represent you

in a position where people have the right to criticize you or ask you why
something happened

the government department responsible for a country’s financial matters
available to be used

money or care provided by the state for people in need

not connected io or influenced by one particular person or group

the process of taking power from a central authority or government and
giving it to smaller and more local regions

produce an emotional effect on

impossible to change or bring back a previous situation
reductions in the amount of money that a government spends
large, noticeable or imporiant

an occasion when everyone in a country can vote to make a decision
about one particular subject

anything that prevents progress or makes it difficult for someone to
achieve something

the difference between the amount of money or goods that a country or
business has and the amount that it has spent or that it owes

try hard to get or achieve something
the present situation or the way that things usually are
the indirect result of something
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 The arguments

a. Write the main arguments from your article (A or B) into the appropriate column of the table.

b. Talk to someone who read the other article. Complete the other half of the table with
information provided by your partner.

c. Decide who makes the strongest argument — David Brook or Murdo Fraser.
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Language point

Reorder the words to make a phrase from the No article. What does it mean? Explain it in your own
words. Then, use it to talk about another topic.

from the nothing further truth be could

Discussion
« Does your company, or do you, do business with Scotland?

e Would you be more or less willing to do business with an independent Scotland? Why?

Research tasks
a. Search the internet to find celebrities who have spoken out on the subject of

Scottish independence.

= \Who is for Scofiish independence?
e Who is against it?
= Who doesn’t want to share their opinion/s?

b. Complete the table with basic facts about Scotland. Add any further information you consider to
be useful.
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On 18th September 2014, the Scots are voting fo decide
whether Scotland should be independent. But would
an independent Seotland be better off or not? VICKE
STUSSENS hears arguments for and against.

On 18 September, we will decide whether or not we want
to become an independent nation again. Much of the debate
is focused on the economy and whether Scottand would be
successful. To understand what the future might bring, it
helps to know a litfle about Scofiand’s GCOBOTY-

According to the Treasury, Scotland has been anet
contributor to the UK economy for the past 33 years. 1 pays
a bigger proportion of tax than the UK average — £1,200 per
person more in the past five years. After London, it isthe
UK’s wealthiest and most productive region, with
world-leading industries in areas such as food, drink,
{finance, ENEILY, manufacturing and tourism.

amewraases ° cseseaemrEEsedATTIEER sesazmsaee

Tf it were independent, it would have a GDP per head much
higher than that of the UK and would become the world’s
14th-richest country. Tt has Burope’s largest
senewable-energy potential and an oil industry with an
estimated £1 trillion in 1eserves. Tndeed, the strength of
Scofland’s economy is such that those opposed 0 2 “yeg” voie
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focus their argoment on technicalities about the curency, EU
membership and negative speculation about the future.

So why is 2 country with s h wealth considering
becomting independent? Scotland has one of the highest
fevels of inequality in the developed world and child
poverty bas reached shocking levels. It is estimated that

21 jeast 20 per cent of Seottish children live in poverty.

The mumber is growing, with 63,000 families depending
on food banks in 2013. The UK is moving towards a
minimal welfare and privatized healtheare system, which
is disproportionally dam ing for Scotland.

Scotland has poor levels of {ocal and pational democracy,
and parties govern from London, even When & majosiy

of Scots did not elect them. Althoughthereis a Scottish
Pagliament, it has limited powers and relies mostly ona
cash grant from Londos. This is a key argument in favout of
independence —the people who live here would make better
decisions than a distant and unrepreseniative government in
London. We shoutd use our wealth to build a strong economy
and a fairer society. A Scottish government would not only
e demogratically accountable but would put Scotland’s
economic and social needs first

All countries in Europe have different economic strengths
and weaknesses. They irade across borders and make
compromses based on chared CuUITEncies, resources and
opportunities. Scotlandisreadytobe a democratic and
responsible nation and it has the 1es0UICES and intelligence
1o succeed —just like every other country in Europe.

DAVID BROOK owns & marketing company andisa
member of Business for Scotland, a network of firms that
support a8 independent Scotiand.
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That is undoubtedly very attractive 10 the many major
employers who invest in Scotland, helping them 10
continue fo grow. Our partnership with the UK means
businesses investing in Scotland have accessfo a market
of 64 million across the UK and not just the five million
in Scotland, Tt also has a knock-on effect on the Scottish

On 18th September 2014, the Seots are voting fo decide
whether Scotland should be independent. But would
an independent Scotland be better off or not? VICKY
STISSENS hears arguments for and against.

We will soon make the biggest decision our country hias
gver made, Itis an yrreversile decision, SO it is important

that we get it right.
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The Nationalists like to painta “no” vote as a voie for
the status quo. Nothing could be further from the truth.
All three parties who want Seotland to remain in the UK
have made proposals for more powers for the Scottish
Parliament after a “no” vote in September’s referendum.

A “po” vote is a vote 10 strengthen devolution and to build
on the success we’ve had since the Scotiish Partiament
was created in 1999.Itisa positive voie fo se¢ MOTe
decisions being made here in Scotland without losing the
support that comes from being part of the UK.

e -

As a partner of the UK, we are part of the thirg-largest
economy in Europe and the sixth largestin the world.
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economy, which means creating even more jobs.
Two reports by the Tnstitute for Fiscal Studies (IF S)
make clear exactly why we are sronger together, with
Scotland part of the UK. The expert and impartial
economists at the TFS said that 2 separale Scotland’s
deficit “would be around three per cent of GDP larger
{han that for the UK as a whole”. That would mean big
+ax tises or deep spending Cuis if we left the UK. Being
part of the UK means our money is better protected and
public services across Scotland aren’t put af risk.

[
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A “no” vote that is a vote for more powers for the
Seottish Parliament is a message that is resonating with
the public. We need more growth, more jobs and more
opportunities for future generations. We don’t need
uncertainty, instability and barriers. Scotland’s First
Minister Alex Satmond (who is pushing for independence)
ig asking businesses 10 take a significant risk with their
future on the emply promise of “it°11 be all right”. That

is unacceptable.

MURDO FRASER is a Scoitish Conservative MSP.
He is also convenor of the Scottish Parliament’s Economy,

Energy and Tourism Committee.




. (+ opposite)

adverb
(+ _g_pposite)

productive

disproportionally
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