BBC POINT OF VIEW : « Twitter-free » by Adam Gopnik
Speaking

What’s your point of view?

Discuss the statements and questions below with a partner.
1. Do you have a Twitter account? Why (not)? What is the interest in following tweets?

2. Do you agree with Adam that tweeting is “embarrassing” and “self-advertising”?

3. Which of the two statements below do you agree with more? Explain your answer.

a) With new technology, the change in the shape of our daily lives is enormous, whereas the emotional effect is dubious, leaving us feeling emptier.

b) The emotional effect of new technology is overwhelming, but the concrete effect is minimal.

4. Which of your technological devices do you feel attached to? How do you feel if they are out of order, left behind or lost?

5. Discuss this statement: “The smartphone creates a dependency without addressing a need.”

6. Why is Twitter given credit for making revolutions?

7. Are you more impressed with advances in transportation or in communication? Explain your answer.

8. Do you ever spend a long time texting when a phone call would be quicker? Why (not)?

9. Do you think that in the future we will look back and laugh at Twitter?
Writing

Write your reaction to the “Twitter-free” podcast in approximately 100 words.

Exchange papers with a partner and check and correct each other’s work.
