
Writing
Cambridge English: Advanced writingpaper includes a wide range of text types (see Exam summary' p'8-9)' The degree

of formality appropriate for these t"*t typ., will vary considerably' For example' essays should be written in a formal

,tyl", *herla, competition entries and some letters can be more informal and conversational in style' ln many cases a

neutral style will be accePtable
The exam questions will tell you the type of text to write and explain the purpose of the text' From this information'

you can decide the level of formality required' For example:
'Writ, 

a letter to your lriend saying whether or not you would recommend this iob to them and givingyour reasons'

So you know this is an inàrmal, personal letter. You know you will need to include the language of recommendations

ani suggestions. you also know you will need to make points to support your recommendations'

This appendix groups expressiops by purpose and indiiates whether each expression is formal (F)' neutral (N) or
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Stating facts
It is certainly true that... F

It is certainly the case that'.. F

Undoubtedly... F

Undeniably... F

Unquestionably... F

Without a doubt...N
Clearly... N
Obviously...l
Of course... I

It goes without saYing that.'.1

Making general Points
As a general rule... F

For the most part... F

Cenerally... N
ln general... N
ln most cases... N
On the whole... N
Cenerally speaking... I

lntroduci ng suPPorting facts
Recent research has shown... F

There is evidence to suggest... F

The latest figures suggest that... N

Suggesting causes
This could be a result of.'. F

This may be attributable to... F

This could be because... N
This could/mayi might be due to.'. N

Perhaps this is because... I

Making additional Points
It is also the case chat... F

ln addition... F

Furthermore... F

More importantlY... F

More significantlY... F

It is also true that... N

What is more... N
Another reason for this might be... I

Besides... I

Also... I

On top of this... I

Another thing... I

Stating results
Thus... F

Consequently... F

This has the effecr of... F

Therefore... N
As a result... N
For this reason... N
So... I

Presenting alternative views
Nevertheless... F

Nonetheless... F

It can be argued that." F

Even so... N
However... N
On the other hand... N
Despite this... N

Suggesting something is not true
It is not necessarily the case that... F

It is not necessarily true that... N

Not everyone agrees that... N

It seems unlikely that'.' N
It is not very likely that.'. I

Contradicting a statement
ln actual fact... N

ln realiry... N

Writing about the Present
Currently... F

Nowadays... N
These days... N
Recently... N
ln recent years... N
Today... I

Writing about the Past
Formerly... F

ln the past... N
ln previous years... N
Previously... N

At one time... N
At that time... N
Over the past few Years... N
Once... N
Back then... I
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