Useful websites for practising English

News and general culture

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/newsenglish/ 

Read and listen to news stories. Key vocabulary definitions are given in English below the text. Can be downloaded in PDF format.

Practice exercise : read the introduction to a news article, then listen without reading the article. Take notes on the main points as you listen, then check your understanding with the text.

http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/ 

News stories to read and listen to, with a wide selection of comprehension and vocabulary exercises to complete (with answers). Can be downloaded as MP3 and PDF files.

Practice exercise : before listening, study the T/F exercise, then listen and choose the correct answers. Read the transcript to check your answers.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/language/newsextra/ 

“News Words” is a series of audio programmes that focuses on commonly used words in news stories. Downloadable scripts and recordings.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/multimedia/btp/ : « Beyond the Postcard ». A series that looks at some not so well known features of some very well known places in the UK. There are text, audio and video comprehension exercises.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/language/theenglishwespeak/ 
“The English we speak” exposes you to some idiomatic expressions through conversations. Downloadable scripts and recordings.

Functional language

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/language/howto/index.shtml :  « How to.. ».

Click on « topics include » and choose a language function from the list on the left. Functions include making requests, giving advice, making complaints…Listen to the lesson on the subject and download the script. There are exercises to check your comprehension online or in downloadable mp3 and pdf format.

Grammar (see also “Essential Grammar Reference” on AREL)
http://www.e-anglais.com/  

English grammar lessons and related exercises (explanations in French)

http://www.englishgrammarsecrets.com/ 

General English grammar explained (in English), with a nice variety of interactive exercises that you can self-correct.
Practice : Do the online exercises and correct them. If you don’t understand the solutions given, print/copy the exercise and bring/send it to your teacher for further explanation.

http://www.englishpage.com/verbpage/verbtenseintro.html 

Explanations (in English) of the main verb tenses, with exercises that you can self-correct. The problem with this site is that it indicates which of your answers are wrong, but does not provide the solution ! I recommend that you copy and paste the exercises into a word document and send it to your teacher for correction.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/language/askaboutenglish/ 

“Ask About English” provides written answers to learners’ questions about different aspects of English grammar.

Business English

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/business/talkingbusiness/ 

Key phrases, listening practice and a quiz to practise language for telephoning, meetings, presentations, negotiations. Phrase lists can be downloaded in PDF format.

Practice exercise : Study the key phrases presented at the beginning of each unit. Listen to the dialogues without reading the script and try to identify the phrases.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/general/englishatwork/ 

“English at Work” is a fictional series that takes place in an office, focusing on language for communicating in common business situations. Scripts and podcasts can be downloaded.

http://www.better-english.com/grammar.htm 

A comprehensive list of grammar exercises that you can self-correct, all using « business » language. See also « Business English Vocabulary Exercises » and « Business English Phrasal Verbs » on the same site.

Listening

http://www.elllo.org/english/home.htm 

About 1000 interviews with speakers of English from all over the world, on a wide range of subjects. Listen with or without the transcript, do the online comprehension and vocabulary exercises. More recent interviews are downloadable as MP3 files and include comprehensive worksheets which you can also download. 
http://www.esl-lab.com/ 

Listening activities to practise English in a variety of daily-life situations. Comprehension questions and a few simple vocabulary activities follow each recording. American English.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/general/sixminute/ 

Six-minute conversations on various current topics. Scripts and podcasts can be downloaded. A huge archive of recordings.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/general/expressenglish/ 

“Express English” consists of short audio/video recordings of people in London answering the same question. Scripts and podcasts can be downloaded. A huge archive of recordings on a wide range of issues. Links to related articles on the BBC news site.

Good for TOEIC

http://www.toetal.org/index.htm TOETAL is a collection of test practice activities to help students prepare for standardized tests such as the TOEIC®. Take practice tests for free, build test taking skills, view video explanations, print tests for offline study, download audio for offline study, visit the student's page for study tips.
Good for TOEFL

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/general/talkaboutenglish/2009/04/090427_tae_al.shtml 

If you’re attending or preparing to attend an English-speaking university, or simply want to improve your listening skills, this series is for you. It’s about learning to listen, and listening to learn. You can download the audio material and scripts of each lesson.

